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VOLUME 85, NO. 16 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2001 
BY AISHA CHANEY 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
• 
• 
A crowd of 14,498 came together in Greensboro, 
North Carolina Saturday and witnessed the Howard Uni-
versity Bison get thrashed 76-30 by the North Caroli-
na A&T Aggies in Aggie Stadium. 
With this week's victory, the Aggies have managed 
to score an amazing 131 points in their last two games, 
after coming off a 55-23 victory over FAMU at their 
Homecoming last weekend. 
"We had awesome power coming into this game after 
beating a very good Florida A&M team last week," said 
Aggies head coach Bill Hayes. "The fact that we lost to 
Howard last year gave us all the motivation we need-
ed, but I never expected anything like this." 
The Aggies wasted no time at all as they jumped to 
an early 6-0 lead after quarterback Damian Phillips com-
pleted a play action pass to tight end Marcus Bryson for 
a 58-yard touchdown on the fust play of the game. 
"That first play really set the tone of the game," said 
Bison Head Coach Steve Wilson. 
The Bison responded quickly, however, when quar-
terback Marcos Moreno hooked up with wide receiver 
Shaun Miller for a 57-yard touchdown reception, cap-
• 
ping off a three play, 74-yard drive, lasting only twen-
ty-two seconds. The failed extra point by Jason Walk-
er left the score tied 6-6 with 14:03 remaining in the 
game. 
From this point on, everything went downhill for the 
Bison. The Aggies dominated the rest of the quarter, per-
forming extremely well both offensively and defen-
sively. 
Led by senior All-American running back Maurice 
Hicks' three touchdowns (I I-yards, 51-yards, I I-yards), 
the Aggies increased their lead to 27-6 with 4: 17 still 
remaining in the quarter. 
After linebacker Marsay Winder and defensive back 
Edwardo Freeman each picked off one of Moreno's 
passes and ran them back for touchdowns (75-yards, 61-
yards), the fust quarter finally ended with the Aggies 
leading 41-6. 
"I thought the first quarter would never end," said 
Hayes. "I was hoping that Steve would run the ball more 
because all the passing kept stopping the clock. It just 
lasted so long." 
On the Aggies fust possession of the second quarter, 
Hicks ended a five play, 37-yard drive, lasting 1:37 with 
a 6-yard run, making that his fourth and fmal touchd9wn 
of the game. He sat out the rest of the game after turn-
ing in a superb performance, getting II carries for 122 
• 
yards. 
Only twenty-seven seconds later, on a first and ten 
for Howard, Aggie defensive lineman Timothy Blowe 
intercepted Moreno's pass and returned it 23-yards for 
a touchdown, increasing the score to 55-6 after the suc-
cessful kick by Pat Samcox. 
The Aggies final touchdown of the half came when 
freshman running back Michaux Hollingsworth broke 
through tackles and stepped over defenders for a 44-yard 
run into the end zone. 
Despite two more attempts by the Bison, they were 
unable to score before the half ended, so the Aggies went 
into halftime with a commanding 62-6 lead. 
"We had every bad thing that could possibly happen 
to a football team happen to us in the first half," said 
Wilson. "Turnovers for touchdowns are real emotion 
drainers, so I told the team at halftime that the score was 
what it was, and to just come out in the second half and 
play with pride." 
The Bison did just that under the leadership of junior 
quarterback Donald Clark, but not before Hollingsworth 
added a second touchdown to his stats (a 14-yard run) 
with 9:58 left in the third, making the score 69-6. 
On the very next play however, senior wide receiv-
er Jevonte Philpot scored on a 78-yard catch and run 
play from Clark, which happened to be the longest play 
of the season for the Bison. 
The Bison defense held the Aggies scoreless the rest 
of the quarter and with 3:05 remaining, Philpot scored 
on another catch and run play from Clark, this time for 
65 yards, capping off a 2 play, 65 yard drive lasting only 
15 seconds. 
After the failed 2-point conversion, the Bison went 
into the fourth quarter trailing 69-18. 
Although Clark threw two more touchdowns to Miller 
(25-yards) and junior wide receiver Kevin Simmonds 
(13-yards), it was too little too late as the Aggies pre-
vailed in the end, 76-30. 
In addition to Hicks' performance, for the Aggie's 
offensively Hollingsworth finished with 87 rushing 
yards on 12 carries and 2 touchdowns, and caught 2 
passes for 20 yards. Junior running back Cornelius Gary 
also added 129 yards on 9 carries. 
Other key players for the Aggies were the two quar-
terbacks, Phillips and his back-up, junior Jason Battle. 
In the first half, Phillips was 4-8 for 119 yards and I 
touchdown, while Battle played the second half and fin-
ished 4-11 for 47 yards and rushed for 40 yards 
Please See Ganie, A5 
Towers Residents uestion Effectiveness of New Barricade 
' ' 
' 
BY JENNIFER CUMMINGS 
Campus Editor 
In attempts to curb loitering in front of both 
theEast and West Towers, HowardUniversity Cam-
pus Police formed a barricade, guarding the front 
and rear entrances toboth buildings Friday. At Hill-
top presstime, Cam-
year's festivities by fighting in the gy1n and trip-
ping the sprinkler system in the West Towers, caus-
ing extensive water damage. 
"When I saw it up[the barricade], I thought it 
was for crowd control for midnightmadness, but 
then it stayed np all weekend," said sophomore 
English major and residentofthe East Towers Eric 
Dudley. 
~-------------·--pus Police officials --- -·--~ -·- -- -- ---· Through-
out the week-
end, Campus 
Police and 
security 
guards stood 
in front and 
were not at liberty 
to comment on the 
how long the new 
security measure 
would be imple-
mented. However, 
last weekend's fatal 
shooting ofTavers 
M. Tayzio in front 
of hundreds of stu-
''It's nice that it's there now, but it's a 
little late.Whether the barricade was 
there or not, what happened last weekend could 
not have been prevented by anything else 
than more police out there." 
Senior accounting 
major and WestTowers 
resident, Denise Jackson. 
behindthe 
barricade, 
requiring stu-
dents to show 
their !D's dents, including 
many Towers resi-
._ ________________________ __, before allow-
dents may have sounded the alann for an increased 
Campus Police presence in the areas in and 
around the Towers. 
"When things like this happen, we reevaluate 
security tactics and security measures changefre-
quently. We also make adjustments for planned 
events," Chief of Campus PoliceReginald Smith 
said. · 
Many students thought the barricade was placed 
outside Friday in preparation forwhat could have 
been achaotic midnight madness, mirroring that of 
last year,'s unrulyevent. A few students marred last 
ing them entrance intoboth buildings. However, 
many students question the effectiveness of the bar-
ricade to prevent crimes and violence. 
"It's nice that it's there now, but it's a little late," 
said Senior Accounting major andresident of the 
West Towers, Denise Jackson. "Whether the barri-
cade was there or not,what happened last weekend 
could not have been prevented by anything else 
than morepolice out there," Jackson added. 
However, many students appreciate the added safe-
ty feature. "I think it's something that they have 
Please See Barricade,A3 
HUSA Task Force Seeks Student 
Opinion on Health Center 
BY LEESA DAVIS 
Contributing Writer 
In effort to inform University students about cam-
pus issues, Howard University Student Association 
held a Task Force meeting to discuss the profession-
alism and cleanliness of the Student Health Center in 
Blackbum Thursday. 
The complaints about the Center ranged from non-
hospitable workers in the waiting area to unfit facili-
ties and outdated technology. 
The Center, built as a temporary venue in the 1970s, 
has exceeded the five-year purpose as a site where stu-
dents seek medical attention. The Health Center, · 
now in its fourth decade in its interim location, has 
been without major upgrades in technology. 
The Task Force Coordinator Harold Allen said his 
major concerns with the Health Center are the build-
ing is "not large enough to suit the entire student pop-
ulation" and the facility simply "not appealing" to stu-
dents. 
Currently, Allen's committee, in conjunction with 
University Provost and Chief Academic Officer A. Toy 
Caldwell Colbert, is in the process of drafting pro-
posals to University President H. Patrick Swygert to 
address aspects needed to improve the Center. 
Allen said in the future, he wants students to feel 
more comfortable in seeking attention from the Uni-
versity service and hopes to have a change of venue. 
Moving the Health Center to Howard University 
Hospital or trying to move (the building) over by the 
Quad are two locations outlined by Allen. 
Some members of the Task Force, like Meghan Pet-
terson-McCoy, Committee Head of the Health Center 
Task Force, said improvements at the Center have been 
made; however, there are pressing issues that need to 
be addressed. 
"We want to work from the bottom up," said Pet-
terson-McCoy, a senior anthropology major. 
"Professionalism of the staff reflects the unpro-
fessionalism of the environment. A new facility is 
much needed. Doctors need 'space to house materials 
and dispose medical wastes." 
The amount of service offered at the Health Center 
has also raised concerns. At the Health Center, there 
are currently six doctors on staff, and only one will 
accept walk-ins. As a result, students like Nicole Mer-
ritt have had to wait for hours to receive attention and 
have been forced to miss classes. 
Please See HUSA,A3 
• 
• 
Photo By Vince Smith 
Howard University campus police officer stands outside of the towers where a news ?arricade has been placed for security 
reasons. 
Campus 
Verbal Armageddon 
Kicked off this week. See 
who advances to the next 
round, See Page A2. 
Engage 
To date of not to date the 
friend of a friend. Check it 
out in our sex in the choco-
late city, Page A6 
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What can security 
do to make you feel 
safer on campus? 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
' • 
• 
"If the campus police see a student 
or a small group of students walk-
ing back to the dorms at night, they 
should pull over and offer a ride 
instead of just driving off." 
Amyre Makupson 
Sophomore 
J oumalism 
"My security is in Christ" 
Amanda Hunt 
Senior 
Legal Communication 
"Security needs to be more visible 
on campus. Students will feel a lot 
safer knowing security is around." 
"Their Job!" 
John Sodimu 
Sophomore 
Civil Engineering 
• 
Rhonisha Franklin 
Junior 
International Business 
" I think the campus police need to 
make more patrols in their car, as 
well as, on foot to make themselves 
visible. I also think they should not 
be sleeping on their shift in the mid-
dle of the night." 
Whitney Caldwell 
JuniOr 
Electronic Design 
Compiled by: Vince Smith 
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THE HILLTOP 
Verbal Armageddon Puts Lyricists to the Test 
By JOSEF SAWYER& MAKEBRA ANDER· 
SON 
Hilltop Staff Writers 
A year after crowning the top emcee, 
students arrived in droves to the Black-
bum Center Ballroom to see the new 
wave of lyricists grace the stage to vie for 
the Verbal Armageddon's top spot only to 
see the reigning champion stumble in the 
opening round Friday. 
Twenty-eight individuals were given the 
chance to see who had the sharpest lyrics, 
however, in an unexpected tum of events, 
top seeded and reigning champion Icon, 
got dethroned by last ranked Freddy 
Thumps in a head-to-head competition . 
"This is Verbal Armageddon/ so come 
armed with weapons/ or get murdered in 
60 seconds/ they ranked me 28'h/ because 
they saved the best for last/ this year's 
champ is coming out of the freshman 
class," said Freddy Thumps in his victori-
ous first round flow. 
Freddy Thumps went frrst and made his 
mark by being confident and flamboyant. 
"He (Freddy Thumps) is like Ludacris, 
he doesn't have the best flow but he 
• 
comes so bold that's why people feel 
him," said one 
spectator. 
Icon followed up 
with an intense 
verbal bashing of 
the alphabet and a 
play-on-words 
that was so rapid 
most of what he 
said was indeci-
pherable by 
judges and the 
crowd. There 
"Up Up Down Down Left Right is my 
CONTRA-diction," Icon said. 
The competition, now in its 
fourth year, has grown immensely 
since it began in 1998. In its 
short existence, the event has 
become increasingly more diffi-
cult to earn a bid into the verbal 
clash. 
Fifty-one emcees auditioned to 
compete, however only 21 were 
given the chance. 
This year's competition had 
fresh faces that brought with them 
were many many surprises including a 
instances where female emcee, Shalinda. 
Icon pointed to Verbal Armageddon serves as 
the DJ to tum the more than a venue for students to 
beat down so peo- appear on stage and lace catchy 
pie could under- vocals over head-knotting beats 
stand what he was according to Nelson Bennett, this 
trying to say. Icon year's Verbal Armageddon Coor-
drove the crowd ,--------:-Vi:-m-ce-S""nu--:-:,. :idinator. 
crazy with his play hak-CflowsonstageatVerbalAnnageddo "One aspect (of Verbal 
on words by incor- p competition. Armageddon) is to educate peo-
porating an old pie about Hip Hop and bring it to 
Nintendo code from the game Contra in campus," said Bennett. 
his rhyme. All competitors were given the opportu-
Bison in Britain 
nity to "spit" a written verse to the instru-
mental of their choice. Two emcees were 
pitted against each other in the frrst round. 
Their performance was judged based on 
fluidity and audience reaction. However, 
the final decision was left to a panel of 
five judges. 
Emcees who lost their written competi-
tion in round one were given a chance to 
redeem themselves and advance to round 
two. The competitors had to freestyle 
about topics selected by the audience. 
· Freeze, who broke into round one by , 
rapping over Nas', Oochie-Wally, sudden-
ly became the target for newco11Jer and 
native Texan "C," who had unfinished 
business with Freeze from the preliminary 
rounds. 
Freeze, admitting he was intoxicated, 
responded to "C," by dissing late hip-hop 
pioneer, DJ Screw (a Southern DJ, that 
died of a heart attack last year), which 
made the crowd gasp. 
Many of the competitors and audience 
members alike disagreed with Freeze's 
remarks and felt in was distasteful. 
"Screw music is like a way of mixing 
music," said Charles Shepherd, who 
Celebrities Hoop It up 
to Aid District Schools 
Masses In Flight: Refugee Crisis 
By Monica Steele 
Contributing Writer 
In an effort to earn money for District 
public school athletics, Burr Gymnasi-
um welcomed Brian McKnight and Lil' 
Bow \Vow as headlining guests in a 
celebrity basketball game Saturday. 
The game, sponsored by WPGC 95.5, 
hosted a capacity crowd eager to see 
the entertainers in another type of spot-
light. 
Motown recording artist and headliner 
of the game, Brain McKnight, 
proved singing wasn't his only talent 
by scoring 15 points during the game. 
Prior to the tip-off, McKnight 
expressed the importance of returning 
to the community . 
"Charity events are at the top of my 
agenda. I love to play ball, and this is 
something good for the community and 
for the kids," McKnight said. 
McKnight added that even though he 
was in town for the Patti Labelle Trib-
ute he wouldn't want to be anywhere 
else. 
The star of game proved that height 
means nothing. So- So-Def recording 
artist Lil' Bow Wow displayed impres-
sive court skills by scoring five 3-point-
ers in the first half alone. 
"Basketball is my passion and my 
fans are very important to me," said 
Lil' Bow Wow, a teen rap artist. "I 
came here today to see them (the fans) 
and to bring the kids together, so we 
can raise money for the athletic pro-
gram." 
Other people, like city officials, laced 
up their gym shoes for the important 
cause as well. 
"This is huge fundraiser for our edu-
cation and athletic facilities," said Julie 
Macunta, a member of the District 
Board of Education. Macunta, who 
was eager to showcase her basketball 
skills, said_ the celebrity game was a 
great idea because District schools des-
perately need the money. 
WPGC's Live Squad Member Reign 
shared Muncunta's sentiments. 
"I attended D.C. public schools 
myself so I know just how important 
this money is," said Reign about the 
charity event. "No matter what profes-
sion that you are in, it is always good to 
give back." 
Among the other participants in the 
charity event were WPGC's own 
Michelle Wright, Blackground record-
ing artist Tank, members of the Back-
Yard Band, So-So- Def artist Shakim 
and a plethora of other entertainers and 
District officials. 
I Although promoters feared that atten-
dance would be low due to re-schedul-
ing the charitable game turnout was a 
huge accomplishment for District pub-
lic schools. Due to its success a second 
one is already in the making. 
Even before the celebrities graced the 
court, spectators could feel the high 
energy circulating in the gymnasium. 
This was due to the performances by 
various cheer squads that were on hand 
to hype up the crowd. 
''The sprit of today is to give back and 
have fun while doing it," said Alicia 
Dungarr of Dunbar Sr. High School 
Cheer squad. ''The crowd is pumped, so 
were going to keep that going." 
Corey Day of the Washington Red-
skins Dance Team felt that other ways 
of volunteering are a vital part of help-
ing the community. 
"The activity here is so great. Giving 
in ways, other than money, is so impor-
tant. Any charity event that is for the 
kids is something that we're glad to 
participate in." 
By KERRY-ANN HAMILTON 
Contributing Writer 
For decades many refugees have 
arguably become political footballs across 
the developed world. The United States 
has had its share of refugees from neigh-
boring islands such as Cuba and Haiti. 
The United Kingdom is no different. 
Each year thousands flee their home-
lands in face of persecution and threat to 
their lives hoping to arrive on safe soils in 
the UK. Is this an unrealistic expectation 
of those who seek "cover" in the United 
Kingdom? 
The British Court of Appeal ruled that 
the government is allowed to detain 
refugees in immigration centers while 
their asylum applications are being 
processed according to the October 19th 
edition of The Guardian, a British daily 
newspaper. 
This recent court decision has raised the 
eyebrows of several civil and human 
rights advocates. Shami Chakrabarti, a 
senior lawyer from the civil rights group, 
Liberty, disagrees with placing refugees 
in detention camps. "People should only 
be detained where there is an exceptional-
ly good reason and administrative conve-
nience and blanket prejudgments are not 
good enough," Chakrabarti said. 
Arguably, imprisoning a person who has 
not committed a crime is quite unfath-
omable and unconstitutional in many 
countries. According to British law, 
refugees can be detained for up to I 0 
days. 
In light of the events of September 11th, 
many fear that this draconian step may be 
rationalized as a tool to identify possible 
terrorists. Suhaila Baarma, a native of 
Saudi Arabia and a senior at Richmond 
College, maintains that this decision by 
the Court of Appeal may be excused by 
• 
the attack on US, used as another means 
of fighting terrorism. "I feel it is unjustifi-
able, the conditions of the detention 
camps in the UK are despicable and inno-
cent law-abiding refugees should not be 
treated as criminals," Baarma said. 
Ifowever, Syed Rizvi, Pakistani born 
presently living in the UK says placing 
refugees in detention camps is not by any 
means a new strategy. "The British gov-
ernment has been doing this for years, a 
friend of mine from Pakistan sought polit-
ical asylum in the UK in 1993, he was 
held in a detention camp for nine months 
until his paper work was processed, dur-
ing that time he was not allowed to 
leave," Rizvi said. 
The apparent violations of refugee 
human rights seem endless based on 
reports published in daily papers. In mid 
September, the French government decid-
ed to abandon its plans to build a new 
holding center for refugees. The British 
Home Secretary, David 
Blunkett, who handles immigration and 
refugees matters, asked the French gov-
ernment to close its present refugee camp 
and to refrain building an additional camp 
near Calais. Sangatte which is where the 
present camp is located was built to 
accommodate 650 persons, but now holds 
1670. 
Minister Blunkett denounced the build-
ing of a second camp as it has been 
reportedly used by refugees to enter 
Britain illegally, both Sangatee and 
Calais, are near to the channel ports join-
ing France and the UK. The British gov-
ernment has also placed extra Immigra-
tion officers at its ports to deter would-be 
refugees. 
The steps taken by the Home Office are 
extensive. Many assert that these actions 
taken 
to restrict the movement of imperiled 
people fleeing danger in their respective 
countries is a violation of the Geneva 
'5 Minute Fridays' Looks to Make Mark on Hip Hop 
By Makebra Anderson 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Normally Jasmine's Pizza and Grill is 
your average pizza parlor. But for the past 
four Fridays, the interior of the restaurant 
has been transformed into a makeshift 
television studio packed with energized 
Howard students vying for the chance to 
be signed to student-run media company 
Nation Wide Takeover (N.W.T.). 
5-Minutes of Fame TV is a weekly half 
hour production where five rappers battle 
for 35 seconds hoping to make their mark 
on Howard's campus. After all five rap-
pers have had a chance to "spit," the con-
testant with the highest score will 
advance to the next round. Rappers are 
judged on a scale from 1-5 for their &kill 
and creativity. The judge's panel consists 
of rappers that have been signed to 
NWT, whose album was released on 
October 8'h • 
Executive producers of 5-Minutes of 
Fame TV students, Robert Ford and Rhett 
Butler, select the contestants before the 
show. Between the performances, there 
is a countdown of the top five music 
videos for the week, making the show a 
resemblance of BET's 106'h and Park. 
The purpose of the program is to show-
case rappers and give people a chance to 
see their talent. With a Ii ve audience, a 
panel of judges, and a Howard crowd, 
which according to Butler is the "tough-
est crowd in the world," the television 
show is the best venue to see if your skills 
are "tight." 
"This show is a training ground for rap-
pers to perform their talents," said Butler. 
5-Minutes of Fame TV gives Ford and 
Butler, both senior broadcast journalism 
majors, a chance to mesh hip-hop and the 
University. 
Butler has a positive outlook for the· 
future of the show, which he and Ford 
have been working on since last Novem-
ber. 
"We want to put the show in every col-
lege in this area as well as every black 
college," said Butler. 
Ford expressed his exhilaration about 
the improvements the show has taken 
since it first began taping last month. 
• 
"I think the show is going great," said 
Ford, "Each week we are making 
progress and our turnouts have been 
great." 
While the cameras are rolling, two hosts 
interact with the audience, countdown 
videos and maintain the fluidity of show. 
''This is a very exciting time for me," 
said senior acting major and host Will 
Lowe. "I am so excited because this is 
giving me the opportunity to do some-
thing I love," said Lowe. "I love the 
variety of the people in the audience, it 
shows the diversity of HU." 
Co-host Erica N. Holley-Martin, a 
junior broadcast journalism major, is 
equally excited about the television show 
as Lowe, but for other reasons. 
"What I like best about the show are the 
people behind it," said Holley-Martin, 
"They are young dedicated black•men 
who are trying to do something positive." 
Rappers already on the label are pleased 
with the direction the television show is 
headed. "It is definitely a banger," said 
Moel, a signed artist with NWT, "Every 
Friday is going to crack." 
Photo By Vince Smi 
Minute Friday hosts . 
The show is only a month old, and has 
already welcomed heavy names in hip-
hop such as DJ Clue, Fabolous, and Lina. 
In four weeks, the show has proved suc-
cessful with University students. 
"They did a great job of coordinating 
the show and publicizing it so that people 
Please see 5 Minute Fridays Page Al 0 
-
\ 
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HUSATask Force Seeks 
Student Opinion on Health Center 
From Al 
"I had a 2:40 appointment on Thursday, got there at 
2:10 and didn't leave until almost 4:30." Merritt 
said. "I had a 3:40 class and ended up missing an 
hour of class because there was only one lady behind 
the fronrdesk." 
Aside from listening to students voice concerns 
about the Center, the meeting also divulged useful 
information about insurance coverage and contacts. 
The Center's staff has recognized the concerns of stu-
dents and plans to provide more services. Some pro-
posals have been made. Rather than require every-
one to have Howard's insurance, which is included 
in the University's matriculation fee, if a student has 
their own insurance they won't be required to buy 
the University's. 
Khalfani Walker, a senior English major, attending 
the forum spoke about the Task Force Meeting. 
"I think the forum was productive," Walker said. 
"The Task Force shed light on information that 
many students are unaware of." 
In order to accommodate the large amounts of stu-
dents, the Center is now open from 8 a.m- 6 p.m dur-
ing the week. Students seeking assistance must 
schedule appointments ahead of time, and expect a 
three- day wait. The phone number for the Health 
Center is (202) 806-7540. 
Barricade Placed at Towers 
Fro,n Al 
needed to do for a long time. Our campus is right 
in the community and weneed some kind of enclo-
sure like campuses in rural places," said West 
Towers residentandjunior Film major, Johannes 
Fry. The privatization of campus has been a long 
debatedissue for University leaders and decision 
makers. 
Some residents of the Towers wonder how long 
the metal fencing will remain a barrier tothe 
entrances to both dormitories. Junior Political Sci-
ence major, Raya Thompsonsuggests that the bar-
ricade and an increased campus police presence be 
a permanentfixture in front of the Towers. "l hon-
estly do not feel safe on campus and this weekend 
!heard that a female student was robbed and taken 
away from campus, so I think CampusPolice 
Haynes Spe 
should be everywhere constantly patrolling," 
Thompson said. "They are supposedto protect us 
from situations 
Small mistakes resulted in a murder that could 
have been prevented," added Thompson. 
Campus Police records confirm that last week a 
female student was assaulted in the 
Banneker Field parking lot, just across from the 
Towers, and then forced to drive to an 
ATM machine to retrieve money for the thieves. 
As a result of this and last weekend's 
events, students and residents of the Towers are 
questioning the effectiveness of the 
Campus Police and their security measures. 
"At this time we don't feel safe in our own coun-
try and now I don't even feel safe here in 
my home away from home," said Fry. 
. 
sin Chapel 
By Stephanie Crouch 
Contributing Writer 
• 
Applause rang, and heart felt testimonies were 
shouted as Reverend Frederick D. Haynes III brought 
hundreds of students to their feet with his sermon on 
finding security within the Lord. 
tist Church in Dallas, Texas, leads one of the largest 
church congregations in Dallas. He took the opportu-
nity of speaking at the Mecca to convey a message 
entitled "Comprehensive Coverage for Insecure Peo-
ple," taken from Psalm 46. 
Haynes began his sermon by stating what insecurity 
IS. 
"Insecurity is a result of a hole or emptiness found 
Haynes, senior pastor of the Friendship-West Bap- in one's soul," Haynes said. "People with this 
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I 
emptiness try to do anything and everything to fill this 
void, but little do they know the Lord is the only entity 
the mend your wounded spirit." 
Changing the perspective, Haynes then focused on 
insecurity on a national level. He said in light of last 
month's terrorist attacks, many individuals are insecure 
about participating in everyday events such as flying 
and riding the metro. 
"However, everyone needs to have faith in the Lord 
and remember that he is our refuge, strength and ever 
present help in trouble," Haynes said. "And in having 
faith in the Lord, no weapon formed against you shall 
prosper," Haynes added. 
Haynes concluded his sermon by saying that real 
security is a result of your consciousness. This con-
sciousness allows you to realize that you belong to 
someone bigger then both you and I. And in knowing 
this, Haynes stated, you will be aware that the Lord he 
will protect you in even the most trying times. 
The closing remarks from Haynes received a standing 
ovation from the audience. Even Dean Bernard L. 
Oct.18 
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ta Ave. 
Dog bite 
Carver Hall 
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4th & College St. 
Theft from auto 
Oct. 20 
Annex 
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• 
Richardson found himself almost speechless after 
Haynes sermon. 
"Wow, exactly what do you say in response to a ser-
mon that powerful." Richardson said. "It was simply 
just an awesome experience." 
Freshmen Public Relations Major Horencee St. Cyr 
expressed how Haynes message related to her personal-
ly. 
"This sermon was definitely what I needed to hear. It 
had substance as well as entertainment," St.Cyr said. 
"Reverend Haynes is a great orator and his words really 
spoke to my heart." 
Sophomore musical theater major, Aimme Rogers)s;. 
already familiar with Haynes unique style of preaching 
and claims him to be one of her all time favorites. She 
said his ability to reach audiences of all ages gives him 
a edge over other preachers. 
"I love the way he combines the old with the new," , 
Roger said. "This makes the word appeal to all genera-
tions, sornething; in my opinion the church is having a 
problem doing today." 
HPT 
Theft I 
4th St. 
Attempted unau-
thorized use of a 
vehicle 
Law Library 
Hazardous eleva-
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Ave. 
Receiving stolen 
propety 
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Howard Universi-
ty Campus Police. 
This report was 
compiled by Cam-
pus Editor Brakk-
ton Booker. 
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Summary of Proceedings 
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Leadership Lecture-Open to the Howard University Community 
Speaker: General Lester L. Lyles, Commander, U.S. Air Force Air Materiel Command 
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Leadership Lecture-Open to the Howard University Community 
Speaker: General Lester L. Lyles, Commander, U.S. Air Force Air Materiel Command 
College of Engineering, Architecture and Computer Sciences 
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Panel Discussion 
Concurrent Workshops: Effective Presentation Skills; Leadership 101 
Plenary Session: The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People 
Purpose: To expose students to leadership concepts that ,viii enhance academic performance 
and maximize potential for success. • 
Who Should Attend: 
Students enrolled in the College of Engineering, Architecture and Computer Sciences 
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DC POSTAL WORKER-
ANTHRAX 
Washington, DC - An unidentified 
Washington, DC postal worker is 
being treated at Inova Fairfax Hos-
pital in falls Church, Va. after inhal-
ing anthrax, saying that anthrax 
spores had lodged in his lungs. He 
came in contact with the bacteria at 
the Brentwood facility that processed 
the contaminated letter that was sent 
to Senate Majority Leader Thomas 
A. Daschle. He was hospitalized on 
. Friday with flu-like symptoms, The 
postal worker is the third person to be 
diagnosed with a serious form of 
anthrax. Seven other people have 
been diagnosed with having the less 
serious cutaneous or skin form of 
anthrax. 28 people near Daschle's 
office are among the 38 people in 
Washington, DC, New York, and 
Boca Raton, Fl to have tested posi-
tive for exposure to anthrax. 
4-WAY DEATH PENALTY 
Springfield, IL - The Illinois 
Supreme Court ordered execution 
dates set for four convicted murder-
ers, including a person who was 
found guilty of killing a pregnant 
Addison woman and cutting her 
unborn baby from her womb. 
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 
RECEIVES GRANT 
Seattle, Wash. 10/22/01 Microsoft 
CEO Steve Ballmer joined Hugh 
Price, president and CEO of the 
National Urban League joined 
together to announce at the Urban 
League in Seattle to announce the 
Technology Leadership Grant of 
more than $2. 7 million in software 
from the Microsoft Corporation. In 
1997 Microsoft made a $2.5 million 
software grant to the National Urban 
League to support the Urban 
League's 56 "Digital Campus" tech-
nology campuses. The National 
Urban League is one of eight recip-
ients of the 2001 Technology Lead-
ership Grants which total more than 
'$7.'6 million. 
Class of 2001 holdovers 
waiting for Dec. or May gradu-
ation. Celebrate your next big 
step by proclaiming your super 
seniority in the Hilltopics. 
Every Friday. 
The Hilltop. 
Celebrating Your Graduation 
Every Week Until May! . 
-
' 
' 
New Timberlands they 
-are not. But someone would still 
Jove to buy them. 
, Hilltopics. Every Friday. Spe-
cial Rates for Student Groups. 
Call 202-806-6866. 
(No special rates for people sell-
ing shoes. Sorry. ) 
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' 
Fat Boy Named Fejos 
That Letter Haunts Your Dreams 
r-
• 
You Laugh At Your Own Jokes 
' 
' • Well, I was sorta thinking about u ... 
Thanks for keeping my pen, Curly 
head. Hopefully you'll take good notes 
in that class we have together. 
From The Salad Eater Next to you. 
"Who?" 
I 
r 
Sudari - Keep Your Head Up. 
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Annan and United Nations Receive 
Nobel Prize for Peace 
By AKEYA DICKSON 
News Editor 
n1ted 
Nations 
Secretary-
General Kofi Annan 
is a man who has set 
precedents. Until 
recently, he was most 
noted for being the 
frrst U.N. leader to be 
elected from the ranks 
of the U .N. staff. Yet, 
his recent achieve-
ment, winning the 
Nobel Peace Prize on UN Secretary-General 
October 12 alongside Kofi Annan 
the U.N., has far sur-
passed all of his others. 
As the first Secretary General to be unani-
mously re-appointed to a second term by the 189 
U.N. member states, Annan was pleasantly sur-
prised with the news shortly after 5 a.m. by a call 
from his spokesman, Fred Eckhard. 
"Of course it was a wonderful way to wake up, 
given the sort of business we are in-usually a call 
that early in the morning, it's something disas-
trous," Annan said in a press release. 
The 63-year-old Ohanian diplomat was joined 
by his wife, Nane, Swedish lawyer and artist, in 
front of their Sutton Place home to speak to 
reporters. 
"It's a wonderful award. We are extremely 
pleased, particularly coming as it does, at this 
time when we are tacking some very difficult 
issues around the world." 
The Nobel Peace Prize Committee chose Annan 
and the U.N. because of their emphasis of human 
rights, fight against AIDS, and combat against 
international terrorism. 
Selected over 135 nominees, including the 
International Red Cross and Pope John Paul III, 
the Secretary General is sharing the $946,000 
award in equal parts with the United Nations. 
Early reports indicate that Annan will be donat-
ing the money to a humanitarian cause. 
The Nobel Peace Prize was started by Alfred 
Nobel, a Swedish philanthropist who invented 
dynamite. According to this will, the benefactor 
of this award "shall have been done the most or 
the best work for fraternity between nations, for 
the abolition or reducing of standing armies and 
for the holding and promotion of peace con-
gresses." 
The United Nations and its Secretary-General 
have received raise from the governments all over 
the world, from Kameesh Sharman, India's 
ambassador, to British Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
"No one and no organizations is more deserv-
ing of this prestigious award," said Blair. 
Annan began his term on January I, 1997. 
After joining the U.N., Annan has served with the 
UN Economic in Commission for Africa in Addis 
Ababa, the United Nations Emergency Force 
(UNEF II) in ismalia, and as under Secretary-
General amongst other things. 
In talks with CNN, Eckhard said, "Since the end 
of the Cold War, the U.N. has been able to move 
toward its full potential in the peace and securi-
ty area." 
Even after strained relations over the past few 
months, the United Nations and Annan have 
received support from the United States as well. 
Annan was congratulated by President Bush and 
Secretary of State Collin Powell. 
Bush said on Thursday that the United Nations 
would be called upon to rebuild Afghanistan 
and support an interim government after U.S. and 
British forces conclude their military campaign 
against accused Osama bin Laden and his Taliban 
supporters," according to a Washington Post arti-
cle. 
The most recent of tragedies have put an end to 
these tensions and forced the United Nations and 
the United States to rally forces against terrorism. 
In an article tha Annan wrote for the New York 
Times on September 21 about the terrorist 
attacks, he said, "The terrorists who attacked the 
United States on September 11 aimed at one 
nation but wounded an entire world." 
Not all nations are pleased with the Nobel 
Peace Prize Committee's selection. In countries 
such as Bosnia and Rwanda, inhabitants believe 
that Anan and the United Nations failed to stop 
Rwanda's I 994 genocide as well as the mass 
slaughter of the Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica 
in 1995. 
"How can such a highly respected institution 
award him the prize?" asked Antoine Mugeera, 
chairman of a Rwandan association of genocide 
survivors. "He has a heavy responsibility in the 
Rwandan genocide." 
In 1961, Dag Hanrrnarskjold of Sweden was the 
first U.N. secretary general awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. Annan was the second secretary gen-
eral who was awarded the prize, but it was the 
first time that the whole of the United Nations 
was honored. 
Annan, born in Kumasi, Ghana, is the seventh 
Secretary-General of the United States, and the 
first to be elected from the ranks of United 
Nations staff. He has been an integral part of the 
United Nations since he joined in I 962 as an 
administrative and budget officer with the World 
Health organization in Geneva. 
"It's a wonderful feeling and a great encour-
agement for us and the organizations, for the 
work we have done until now," Annan told 
reporters. "It challenges us to do more and to do 
better and not to rest on our laurels." 
U.S. Dept. of Education finds misplaced money from 1998 
By VINCENT ADAMS 
Rocky Mountain Collegian (Colorado State U.) 
(U-WIRE) FORT COLLINS, Colo. - It might 
be difficult to imagine misplacing $450 million, 
but that's exactly what happened to the U.S. 
Department of Education from 1998-2000. 
U.S. Congressman Bob Schaffer, R-Colo, 
addressed the U.S. Department of Education this 
week to see what progress it has made in retriev-
ing millions of dollars in Jost money. 
Schaffer is the vice chairman of the Subcom-
mittee on Education Reform in the House Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. Com-
mittee chairman Mike Castle, R-Del.; Rep. Pete 
Hoekstra, R-Mich.; and Rep. Tom Tancredo, R-
Colo., also worked to recover the missing money. 
According to the committee, the money was Jost 
to financial mismanagement, including some 
examples of scam and fraud. 
"I need the department to tell me that this won't 
happen again," Schaffer said. "I want to know 
what happened, who's been fired, demoted or 
disciplined." 
Initially, the reports were that from 1998-2000, 
the department had lost $450 million, but a May 
2001 press release by Secretary of the Department 
of Education Rod Paige said the department has 
accounted for most of the money. 
Some of the money was Jost due to a department 
error that sent out $250 million in duplicate checks 
to schools and contractors. That money has been 
retrieved, according to the department. 
Woman Attacked at U. Maryland Decries Hate Crimes at Rally 
By CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON 
The Diamondback (U. Maryland) 
(U-WIRE) COLLEGE PARK, Md. - The 
woman who was attacked last week in Universi-
ty of Maryland's Lot lb told hundreds gathered 
Thursday at a rally to support lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgendered students and their straight 
allies that she believed she was targeted because 
she was perceived to be gay, but she vowed it 
would not silence her on the issue of gay rights. 
Stephanie, a junior kinesiology major who asked 
that her last name not be printed, spoke at the noon 
rally at the Nyumburu Amphitheater. 
"I am a survivor," said Stephanie, who partici-
pates in Pride Alliance activities as a straight ally. 
"Everyone is at risk," she said. "The fact that-I 
decided for one day to openly show my support 
for my gay friends by wearing a button which has 
a gay flag made me a target for a hate crime. This 
crime was entirely based on someone perceiving 
my sexual orientation due to a button on my per-
son." 
Stephanie told police she was pushed to the 
ground and then kicked. Police said they are 
investigating the attack as a hate crime because 
the assailant allegedly yelled a sexual orientation 
slur before hitting Stephanie. 
Stephanie suffered a black eye, scratches and 
bruises from the attack. 
University Police spokesman Capt. Paul Dillon 
addressed the crowd, calling the perpetrator a 
"coward." 
"We'll make an example of him," Dillon said. 
"He'll be charged criminally. He'll be charged 
through the university. He might even be charged 
federally when we find him." 
Dillon asked members of the campus commu-
nity to report any information about the incident. 
Dillon said he could not release any details, but 
said two officers are actively investigating the 
crime. 
Campus President C.D. Mote Jr. did not attend 
the rally, but sent a statement read by Robert 
Waters, associate vice president for academic 
affairs and special assistant to the president. 
Britton Allen, president of the Pride Alliance, 
the campus group for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered students and their straight allies 
that sponsored the rally, said, "Although we may 
question our sense of safety, the motive for this 
attack and others like it cannot be questioned." 
The perpetrator of this attack "wanted to silence 
us," Allen said. "But seeing the number of peo-
ple here, it is clear they have failed." 
Linda Clement, vice president of student affairs, 
told those at the gathering she was "shocked" by 
the assault and called on the entire campus to 
make every office, dorm room and classroom a 
"safe space" for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gendered people. 
Many speaking at and attending the rally said 
they were disturbed by other incidents they con-
sidered homophobic, including recent chalkings 
around campus opposing gay marriage. 
Ed Kenny, a senior government and politics and 
independent studies major who attended the rally, 
said he was "pretty shocked" when he read about 
the incident in The Diamondback. 
"We pride ourselves on a diverse community," 
he said shaking his head. 
Ilana Sichel, a freshman letters and sciences 
major, said she wasn't surprised by the violence 
against gays on the campus. 
"The feeling on campus isn't one that is really 
open. People talk about a liberal arts education, 
but I don't feel there's that level of comfort and 
respect for people," she said. 
Stephanie told the crowd the incident would not 
diminish her support for her gay friends. 
"I still hang out with my gay friends and I will 
not have fear because they are gay that I will be 
a target yet again. I will not Jet ignorance stop me 
from going about my everyday life," she said. "I 
refuse to be silent. If anything ... this incident has 
only made me a stronger ally." 
After addressing the crowd, friends received 
Stephanie with hugs and words of support. 
"I just hope that this doesn't happen to one of 
my friends," Stephanie said. 
This Thing Doesn't 
Write Itself You Know 
Come to The Hilltop 
Budget meeting every Tuesday 
at 7:00 p.m. in the 
West Towers, Plaza Level 
The Hilltop. 
>> 2000 Most Outstanding University Newspaper, 
American Scholastic Press Association. 
>> 2000 Best Student Weekly in SPJ Region 2. 
f'oreign 
Briefs 
Jamaica 
Jamaican police made their biggest 
drug find in five years early Tuesday 
when they netted over 2,000 pounds 
of cocaine in the western fishing vil-
lage of Belmont in Westmoreland. 
No one was arrested as a group of 
men, who police assume were guard-
ing the drug, ran when the Jaw 
enforcement officers charged in. 
Japan 
The Japanese government conced-
ed on Friday that the economy is 
doomed to recession due to the 
impact of September terror attacks. 
The admittance, by leading minis-
ters, is likely t" sharpen growing 
criticism that the government pro-
posed 22.30 billion extra budget is 
nowhere near enough. The worsen-
ing economic outlook has prompted 
some politicians and business lead-
ers to ask Prime Minister Junichrio 
Koizumi to abandon his pledged debt 
and consider more stimulus. 
India 
An estimated ten thousand Mus-
lims flooded the heart of the Indone-
sian capital Jakarta Friday in the 
largest protest, so far, against US-led 
attacks on Afghanistan. The protes-
tor, mostly from the Muslim-based 
Justice Party, marched to the city 
center behind a large banner reading 
"Stop War, Save Afghanistan." Vice 
president Hanzah Haz pleaded for an 
end to protest in the world's largest 
Muslim populated country, claiming 
they were wrecking the already frag-
ile economy. The protest ended 
peacefully. 
Washington, D.C. 
On Saturday, evidence of anthrax 
was found in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 28 people in the Hart 
Senate office were exposed to this 
deadly bacteria, adding to the 
nation's fear. Prior to this discovery, 
eight infections of the disease were 
reported. Investigations on how this 
virus is moving about so rapidly are 
still underway. 
Jerusalem 
Six Palestinians have been killed 
and at least 12 others are wounded as 
the Israeli Army took over strategic 
points in the West Bank. The Israeli 
Army said Israel Defense Forces 
troops surrounded Tulkizarem and 
Qalqulya, taking over the Palestinian 
security forces commanded in 
Qalqilya and other strategic points in 
the two cities. There was an 
exchange offrre during the operation 
but no injuries reported on the Israeli 
side. 
Kenya 
A Kenyan judge sentenced a Niger-
ian man to seven years in prison on 
Friday for kidnapping three Ameri-
cans in April and holding them for a 
5.2 million ransom. Augustine 
Azubuike Nwanga lured American 
Rev. William Daniel Marrow, James 
Edward Harrel and Jurgen Robert 
Ahlmann to Nairobi by claiming to 
have 9.5 million worth of diamond 
exports. The three are currently safe-
ly back in the United States. 
Islamabad 
A bomb in a briefcase has explod-
ed at Islamabad International Airport 
in Pakistan. A security guard spot-
ted an abandoned briefcase Saturday 
in a VIP lounge removed it and threw 
it into a trash can outside. It is 
unclear who left the briefcase, or 
how long it was there before being 
detected. There were no reported 
. . . in Junes. 
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Allen Powell, II 
It's Time for 
A Change, in 
Attitude and 
Effort 
You know I had my whole col-umn written out early last 
week. I planned on ranting and rav-
ing about how the Wizards were 
never going to be a contender in the 
East next year, and how the Red-
skins are the worst team in the his-
tory of the NFL. Then look what 
happened. "Old Balls" Jordan goes 
and drops 41 points against the 
Knicks, and the hapless Redskins 
win a thriller in overtime. What the 
hell is going on? 
Now, instead of being able to 
write about my favorite bumbling 
bumpkins, I have to tum to some 
new material. And guess what, I 
didn't even have to look far. So far 
this football season, I have yet to 
say anything about the Howard 
University football team. Then 
Sunday night I received the news 
that the Bison lost to North Caroli-
na A&T 76-30. 76 to 30! We 
weren't playing against Miami or 
Florida State, we were playing 
A&T, A&T. They're good, but 
they are definitely not 76-30 good. 
What the hell is going on? 
Howard's defense was considered 
one of the best in the MEAC before 
the season, yet teams have regu-
larly scored 30 or more points 
against us. The offense has sever-
al veteran quarterbacks and wide 
receivers yet has regularly failed to 
perform. Something is wrong. If 
this year's season continues as it 
has been going, it will be the 
Bison's third consecutive losing 
season. It appears it may be time 
for a change. 
Secondly, I happened to go on 
over to the Burr Gymnasium for the 
annual Midnight Madness, and I 
was really surprised because some-
thing important was missing from 
the night's festivities, Madness. 
The majority of the capacity crowd 
seen1ed to be uninterested in the 
event that got them out of their 
rooms at 10:30 at night. Maybe it 
was because of the haphazard man-
ner in which the whole event was 
carried off, but come on everybody 
let's show some school spirit. We 
all came to the gym to help the bas-
ketball team celebrate the start of 
their season, yet most of y'all left 
before the teams were even intro-
duced. The people who stayed 
didn't cheer when the players were 
announced, stand up for the nation-
al anthem, and some people even 
booed when the players trotted out. 
What the hell is going on? The 
women's team won the MEAC last 
year and went to the NCAA tour-
nament, while the men's team had 
their best season in at least five 
years. Where is the excitement, 
where is the pride, as Jigga would 
say, where is the love? 
• 
lSOll 
By SHELIA L. HILL and JOSEF SAWYER 
Hilltop Writers 
H
oward University celebrated the 
beginning of the men and women's 
basketball teams' seasons with its 
annual Midnight Madness event. Yet, the fes-
tive atmosphere that usually surrounds the 
event was strangely absent. Although the Burr 
Gymnasium was nearly filled to capacity for the 
event, students were oddly passive, and many 
left Burr before the two teams were even intro-
duced. 
More Info about actual event here. 
Chronology of what happened. 
When Kathy Parsons, head coach for the 
women's team, addressed the Howard student 
body she emphasized the team's positive out-
look on the season and need for student support. 
"We are looking forward to a having a great 
year, and we are definitely looking forward to 
the support of the Howard University student 
body, for we all know that without you we can-
not get very far." 
• 
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Coach Butler, assistant coach for the men's 
basketball team, believes that the key to the 
team having a winning season this year will be 
allowing players to display more of their indi-
vidual talent, whic'i means a break from the 
heavy structure and strategy the team used last 
year. 
Photo By Charles Capehart 
Members of the men's basketball team cheer as team members are introduced Friday night at Midnight Madness. 
" Last year we had more structure when it 
came to playing basketball. We placed a lot a 
interest on order and strategy. This year we are 
going to let the players show their natural tal-
ent, for all of the players have great athletic abil-
ity. They just never have gotten the chance to 
display their true talent," said Butler. Butler 
added that team defense and rebounding had to 
improve for the Bison to improve. 
season will be for the team to practice our 'D-
E-B-T,' which means to have a strong bench 
and to stress defense," said Kennedy. 
Junior women's team member Asia Petty, 
#11, believes that the key to having a winning 
season will be to have team unity. 
who plays on the women's team, stated that she 
needs to improve on her outside shooting. "I 
believe that I have mastered my problem areas; 
however, I do adn1it that I need to work on my 
three point shooting skills," said Gardner. 
Senior, sociology major and transfer student 
Aki Thomas, #42, feels that his playing skills 
could improve more in the free throw area. " I 
am currently working on improving my free 
throw shooting ability. I believe that I have 
made a great improvement, and I know I will 
be ready when I play in a real game." 
that many have started but few have succeed-
ed in. Head coach Frankie Allen for the men's 
team stated it best. "We are all about winning 
championships. There are going to be some spe-
cial times this year in Burr Gymnasium. We are 
all out to be winners this year." 
"We need to work on our defense. We have 
got to do a better job when it comes to ball han-
dling and rebounding this season." 
"We all have to bi, on the same page and have 
the same consensus in order to have a winning 
season. There must be unity felt amongst the 
team at all times. We have to be able to trust 
and rely on one another." 
The women's team's overall record for the 
200 I season was 21-10 with a conference 
record ofl5-3. 
Senior forward and advertising major Darren 
Kennedy believes that the key to men's team 
having a successful winning season will be a 
strong defense. "The key to having a winning 
In an attempt to critique their own weakness, 
the players were asked what part of their game 
do they need to improve on the most. Senior, 
exercise physiology major Andrea Gardner, 
The anticipation is over. The start of the bas-
ketball season is finally here, and both the men 
and women's team have a long road to travel 
The men's team's overall record for the 20001 
season was I 0-18 with a conference record of 
8-10. 
A&T Loss Just One More Embarrassment in 
Disappointing Season for Bison 
By PAUL CREWE 
Contributing Writer 
A banged up Bison football team 
has limped through the 200 l season 
to post a 2-5 overall record and 1-4 
record in the MEAC. And in the 
eyes of both the team and of those 
on the outside looking in, this is 
clearly anything but a successful 
campaign. But to truly appreciate 
and understand the reasons behind 
this team's ineffectiveness one must 
carefully look at more than just 
scores and records. 
Displeased fans that don't follow 
Bison football as .closely as others 
will complain about lop-sided loss-
es to schools like Tennessee State, 
Florida A& M, and most recently, a 
76-30 loss to North Carolina A&T. 
Yet, what many don't realize is that 
three of the team's losses have come 
against teams ranked in the USA 
Today's Division 1-AA Top 25 Poll 
including 23'd ranked A&T. The 
other two losses came by just a com-
bined 17 points. "We've played 
some really good teams, and we're 
playing a very competitive schedule, 
without a doubt the toughest in Divi-
son I-AA," said first year defensive 
coordinator, James Garland. 
A little more than a week ago, it 
seemed as if the Bison had taken the 
first few steps towards a new begin-
ning as they physically overpowered 
the Tigers of Benedict College in 
front of a homecoming crowd of 
nearly 12,000. Many Bison alumni, 
fans, and friends left the game 
pleased that Howard won, and hope-
ful about the rest of the season. 
However, just like the team's lop-
sided loss to Florida A&M after a 
dominating victory over Morgan 
State, the Homecoming victory was 
only a prelude to another heart-
breaker for the Bison faithful. 
Senior running back David John-
son believes that a lack of consis-
tency and stability has been the 
Bison's Achilles' heel. "We have 
the talent offensively and defen-
sively, but we've been having trou-
ble working together. We haven't 
been able to find stability at the 
quarterback position ... we've played 
four quarterbacks this season," said 
Johnson. 
Inconsistency has been especially 
evident when it comes to the Bison 
defense. Considered one of the best 
' 
squads in the MEAC before the sea-
son, the unit has often followed 
dominating performances with hap-
less ones. Garland believes that it's 
not a major overhaul that is needed 
for the defense, but rather an atten-
tion to details. 
"As far as the defense, it's been the 
little things that have hurt us. We 
haven't been doing a good job tack-
ling, and we really need to work on 
that. But we are still competing, and. 
all we can do is focus on the next 
game and do it one game at a 
time ... we've got to be a better team 
as far as fundamentals," said Gar-
land. 
Inconsistency was most definitely 
evident in the Bison's lost this past 
weekend in Greensboro, NC. The 
offense responded to a early first 
quarter A&T touchdown with a 57 
yard touchdown pass to senior, 
Shaun Miller from freshman quar-
terback, Marcus Moreno who start-
ed in just his second game Saturday 
evening. Unfortunately, Moreno's 
next three touchdown passes were to 
the wrong team. A&T lit up the 
scoreboard by scoring nine consec-
utive touchdowns; three of those 
touchdowns came from three inter-
cepted Moreno passes. That was the 
last time the offense reached the end 
zone until midway through the third 
quarter after junior quarterback, 
Donald Clarke took over at the helm 
and threw 4 touchdowns and two 
interceptions of his own perhaps 
reclaiming the starting job. 
The defense would tighten after the 
Clarke, and the offense finally struck 
gold as they didn't allow another 
A&T score after that point. But the 
damage was done. The Bison failed 
to establish a running game with 
just 33 yards, and, as a result, the 
game was over early. The Aggies on 
the other hand rushed for over 300 
yards and had over 200 passing 
yards. The Bison were simply just 
out-played in many statistical cate-
gories across the board. There's no 
File Photo By Mark Coleman 
single factor in the team's troubles. 
When playing upper echelon teams, 
the defense is often put into difficult 
positions where they are forced to 
defend a short field. On the contrary, 
the offense has been constantly 
required to put up far too many 
points to keep games competitive. 
Injuries have also contributed to 
Bison worries as they are beginning 
to pile up. Key injuries include 
junior receivers, Jonathan Brewer 
and Travis Gilliam and also junior 
All-MEAC safety, Vontrae Long. 
Senior linebacker, Oby Arab stated, 
"As a senior, it's hard to see your 
team lose like this, especially when 
you work so hard like we did this 
summer and in practice. We've been 
put into bad situations, but that's 
part of the game. And, as a defense, 
we need to overcome these things." 
Arah also added that the team has 
not given up and that they bring a 
winning attitude to every game. 
NFL Briefs 
, 
Week6 
Bye weeks: Dallas, Oakland, San 
Francisco, Miami, and Seattle 
Kansas City ( 1-5) 
Arizona (2-3) 
Green Bay (4-2) 
Minnesota (3-3) 
Tennessee (2-3) 
Detroit (0-5) 
Baltimore (3-3) 
Cleveland (4-2) 
Carolina (1-5) 
Washington (1-5) 
Pittsburgh (4-1) 
Tampa Bay (2-3) 
St. Louis (6-0) 
NY Jets (3-3) 
Atlanta (3-3) 
New Orleans (3-2) 
New England (3-3) 
Indianapolis (2-3) 
Chicago ( 4-1) 
Cincinnati (3-3) 
Denver (3-3) 
San Diego (4-2l 
Buffalo (1-4) 
Jacksonville (2-3) 
Monday Night Football 
Philadelphia (2-2) 
NY Giants (3-2) 
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Staff Writer Aisha Chaney 
Too often, we Howard students let 
other schools out do us when it 
comes to displays of school spirit. 
It's almost as if we are too cool to 
get excited. At A&T, the mascots 
tried to beat up our team's mascots. 
The Aggies set off fireworks after 
every score, and their fans danced \--:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-,,,,-;;;:;---.. -_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_--;;,;;;--:.-=..-~;;:;~;;,-,,--= -" -;:c: -,.. -cc --i:::-----.,,-,,,-e::--=-,.---;;,;;-~::;;-,..-,,..,-r.--:,--_;;---------1--_-_-----------
in the streets rubbing the win in l'.lllgs & to 10 . now. l 
Howard's face. What fue hell is toucndowns, heisnowtiedwithalil!llniJantes 
going on? Teams play better when Cunningham.from !IS' aodMaoArtlll.U" Jolillson 
fans are animated, so get animated! from 96'. Philpot only nee<h one more touch· 
Yell, scream, cheer, let the players down tQ meak the record for most receivilll; 
now we appreciate their effort even touchdowns :in a single season 
when they're getting smacked :M:illerende<l,thegante wilheighlcatchesfor 
around. It makes a difference. 190 yards li1id two touchdoWl:!i. and Simmonds finished with sev.m catches for 1:20 i,,ar& and 
\ 
one toach~'\Vll. 
Defenstvely f(l)'the.Bl$tn'l.jumot all Amel:i¢ill'I 
Tracy\Vhite ledtbede~:.ll6;.._......, 
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Sex and the Chocolate City 
'To Date, or Not 
to Date the 
Friend of a 
Friend' 
By TIFFANY D. JACKSON 
Contributing Writer 
Lets do a little math! Let's say there are only ten men on campus. Out of those ten, three are 
going to be unattractive, two are going to be gay, and 
one is going to be a workaholic with the mind set of 
just making money. That leaves four and out of 
those four, one is going to have every disease know 
to man, and one is going to have a girl that he says 
he's in love with. That leaves only two attractive eli-
gible men to date on campus, thus their obviously 
going to chill with each other, cause they'd rather not 
chill with the bottom of the breed. 
So, you date one of the two and it turns out he's an 
egotistical, sex-oholic jerk. That leaves only one eli-
gible bachelor to date on the entire Howard Univer-
sity Campus and he just happens to be best friends 
with your ex. What do you do? Do you follow your 
human instinct to find a suitable mate and date this 
handsome fellow or do you wait a year for a new 
breed to come along? 
But whose fault is it really? Yours or fates? Is it your 
fault that there are only two guys on campus that you 
can date and they just happen to be friends? Or is it 
your fault that you have to date men with similar 
characteristics? Some say it is your fault, you 
should've known or better yet, looked elsewhere. 
At some point in time all Howard, male and female 
students encounter this dilemma and have drawn cer-
tain conclusions from it. Some find it best to swim 
up stream and others stay out of the water completely. 
Many have said that there is an unwritten code of 
' honor in the dating book of life, which specifically 
prohibits dating the friends of ex-friends "with ben-
efits. " 
Many students on campus don't actually have rela-
tionships. They just have relations. They pretend not 
to catch feelings and have sex frequently, leaving 
some to believe there are no strings attached and no 
problem. But we all should know and realize that isn't 
reality. Everyone catches feelings in some way, or we 
wouldn't want relations with that person in the first 
place. But instead of being adults and admitting this 
we hide around it. 
Personally, I have been in these types of situations 
too many times in life. Some my fault and others I 
was totally oblivious to, leaving ignorance as my only 
defense. I have yet to draw a valid conclusion or a 
lesson learned except this: pay attention to the game 
that's being played around you; know your team-
mates, your competition, and your refs. I'm not say-
ing to know everyone on campus, but to avoid a tough 
situation that you never wanted to be in, you must 
pay attention to detail. You may not know their 
friends, but they all know you. And if you still want 
to see that person, realize that he/she doesn't know 
all those things about you cause he/she is psychic. It's 
because he/she was well informed. But most impor-
tantly, do what you know in heart is right. If you know 
that he/she would be really hurt if you slept with his/ 
herfriend, then don't do it. But hey, don't listen to 
me. I just live life and write about it. 
Warning: 
For those who were lucky enough to get into the free 
screening of Two Can Play that Gan:ze or see it oth-
erwise, let me forewarn you now about the dangers 
of that movie, or with any movie like it. If you try to 
follow rules or play games, like the main character 
did, you'll only end up with a broken heart. Don't 
play games; we are not children. No one really 
knows how to read minds and men ( or women for 
that matter) aren't as predictable as you think. If you 
think that some type of foolish rules will get you what 
you want or have you ahead of the "game" you are 
sadly mistaken. We say we don't like to play games, 
but then we see a movie like this one, and it gets us 
bigheaded and cocky. Play the game cause you're 
already in it. Don't make up a new game cause you're 
bored. 
• 
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Hon Gives 
New Perspective 
To Inner-City 
Life "A wonderful book about growing up ... as a white kid in a largely poor black and Hispanic neighborhood .... A triurnpti." 
--.Jonatt1an Lettiern, author of Motherless Brooklyn 
By NIA McLEAN 
Contributing Writer 
Honky by Dalton Conley 
ISBN# 0375727752 
$12.00 trade paperback 
Vintage Books 
224 pages 
What is it like to be a white boy growing up in a poor, 
predominately black and Puerto Rican neighborhood? 
It's questionable as to how many people can actually 
answer this question, but Dalton Conley does his best 
in his memoir Honky. 
Just released in paperback this month, Honky is both 
an autobiography and social commentary all in one. Con-
ley, an Associate Professor of Sociology and the Direc-
tor of the Center for Advanced Social Research at New 
York University, describes in vivid detail, his humble 
upbringing in the housing projects of Manhattan's Lower 
East Side in the late 60's and ?O's. Primarily, ·as the title 
denotes, he talks about his whiteness in relation to his 
surroundings. 
File photo 
The son of two struggling artists, Conley and his sis-
ter Alexandra grow up poor, living on food stamps. In 
many ways his life mirrors that of his black and Hispanic 
counterparts. However, he has somewhat affluent grand-
parents to go to in case of emergency, while his friends 
in the projects do not. Regardless of their socioeconomic 
status, by virtue of being white, Conley's parents have 
" cultural capital" that makes his life and theirs some-
what easier. His darker cohorts do not share such an 
advantage. The very fact that he and his family live in 
the inner city is not so much necessity as it is a choice, 
a choice that his neighbors also do not have. 
Conley's Honky chronicles his experience as a white boy in the ghetto. 
Whiteness, as Conley describes it, is something he feels 
strongly and with more freedom when he is not around 
other white people. He compares it to being an Ameri-
can in another country, a situation where one would 
almost feel like a diplomat. When he is around black and 
Hispanic people, his whiteness means something. 
Around other whites, he loses this, feeling he has noth-
ing to represent. In Honky, Conley successfully repre-
sents the duality of his childhood in it's shaping of his 
perception of race. 
This book is as well written as an autobiography 
steeped in social context can be. It is strong is the argu-
ments that Conley makes, but it is somewhat weak in the 
overall story telling. For instance, some of the candid 
memories that the author shares occur either long before 
he was born or so early that he could not possibly 
remember them. Also, he tends to jump through time-
periods, making some passages and events a little hard 
to understand. The language is often poetic, which aids 
the book's readability. Moreover, Dalton's overall per-
spective is interesting enough to make the book a rec-
ommended read. 
Honky is a Vintage Books publication and is priced at 
$12. 
Vagina Monologues a Must-see Performance for All 
By MONICA BARBARA 
Engage' Editor 
As the doors of the National Theater opened, a 
large audience, male and female, poured onto the 
street. Amidst their collective chattering loud moans 
and sensual sighs rose in the air. Later on the metro, 
a female passenger gave her version of the metro con-
ductor's announcements, heavily laced with sexuali-
ty, including a few powerful moans that rivaled Meg 
Ryan's orgasm scene in When Harry Met Sally. 
So, what was the reason for all this uninhibited 
expression of female, human sexuality? None other 
than Eve Ensler's Vagina Monologues. 
As is the book of the same name, Ensler's Vagina 
Monologues are a compilation of humorous and trag-
ic accounts of various women and their vaginas. 
Starring in this production (Oct. 16-21) was Kelly 
McGillis known for her many film and stage accom-
plishments. Co-starring were Tracey A. Leigh and 
Amy Love. Surprisingly Leigh and Love's perfor-
mances far surpassed that ofMcGillis. The graphically 
tragic and angering poem of a Bosnian woman's rape 
and torture during war is heart wrenching enough 
when read in the book, but was even more emotion-
al due to Love's powerful and expressive reading. 
Lighter performances included Leigh's humorous 
portrayal of a Hispanic woman's account of meeting 
the man who taught her how to love and "become" 
her vagina. Undoubtedly the best performance of the 
play, however, was Leigh's enactment of the variety 
of orgasms that women experience. This scene, 
which lasted more than JO minutes, was nothing but 
pure sexual intensity and left the audience in hyster-
ics, and, to say the least, a bit excited. Closing with 
a poem by Ensler about witnessing the birth of her 
grandchild, the Vagina Monologues was a full circle 
tribute to female sexuality, liberation, and, of course, 
the vagina. 
Ensler, a former incest victim, conceived the idea for 
the Vagina Monologues after hearing a popular fem-
inist speak about her vagina with obvious contempt. 
Before gaining international notoriety, the Vagina 
Monologues were performed by Ensler, herself, in 
Washington, DC's own Studio Theatre. Fall 1999 
marked the Off-Broadway opening of the play. Since 
then, many famous actresses have been seeking to par-
ticipate in the play, to include Rosie Perez and Glenn 
Close. 
As if the play itself has not sparked enough 
awareness, the world tour of the Vagina Monologues 
gave birth to V-Day, an annual event devoted to end-
ing violence against females by promoting awareness 
and providing funds to organizations with the same 
goal in mind. Proceeds from the National Theatre pro-
duction of the play will go towards DC's House of 
Ruth, an organization which helps homeless and 
abused women and children in the DC area, as well 
as, the international V-Day Fund. 
This week, October 23-28, will mark the end of the 
National Theatre's production of the Vagina Mono-
logues. Starring in this week's production will be 
Nadine Strossen, President of the A.C.L.U. (Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union), as well as last week's per-
formers Tracey A. Leigh and Amy Love. Student dis-
count tickets (with valid student ID) have been made 
available at $20 for all performances. 
The Vagina Monologues is a must see for everyone. 
Male or female, the play will touch your heart, tick-
le you funny bone, and enlighten your mind. 
,, 
.. \ 
File photo 
McGillis provides a fairly mediocre performance in an other-
wise awesome performance of the Vagina Monologues. 
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Weekly Horoscope (Oct.21-0ct.27) 
Your dramatic and sensual manner will attract mem-
bers of the opposite sex. Try hard not to judge others. 
Your perfectionist attitude and critical tendencies 
annoy those around you. 
involvements will surface through the individuals you 
befriend. 
Capricorn (Dec.22-Jan.19) 
I 
I Aries (Mar.21-Apr.19) Written and Compiled by Leesa Davis 
' Take some time out to call family and friends. You've 
: been so busy lately that you have Jost touch with those 
: who care about you. Overall, this week is a busy week 
for you. 
Taurus (April 20- May 20) 
Don't take on too many projects or other people's con-
cerns. You've been thinking about old friends lately. 
They will be there if you call. 
, Gemini (May 21-June 20) 
• 
-
Many things are in your favor right now. As a result, 
people are envious of you. Be discreet with your inten-
( 
' 
lions whether personal or career wise. 
Cancer (June 21-July 22) 
You are very emotional this week. For all you male 
Cancers, there is a female who you are beginning to 
notice that you never noticed before. 
Leo (July 23-Aug.22) 
Your energetic and ambitious attitude may be too 
much for your partner. Once again, you take on many 
responsibilities this week. Your health will suffer if 
you are over-indulgent. 
Virgo (Aug.23-Sept. 22) 
Libra (Sept.23-0ct.22) 
Your creativity will be appreciated by those around 
you. Your mate will be eager to make you happy in 
any way they can. 
Scorpio (Oct.23-Nov.21) 
Try not to hurt sqmeone you care about. Your egotisti-
cal tendencies may put a relationship at risk. Concen-
trate on making changes pertaining to your surround-
ings. You will feel emotionally satisfied if you make 
changes. - ' 
Sagittarius (Nov.22-Dec.21) 
Your creative interests flourish this week. Show your 
work to those who are worthy of showing. Personal 
People born under the sign of Capricorn are always try-
ing to forge ahead. Therefore, your mind is not set on 
this week but the following week. You make many 
plans this week for future events. 
· Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 18) 
People born under the sign of Aquarius tend to be very 
social. Be careful of what you tell others and watch 
out for that cell phone bill. 
Pisces (Feb.19-Mar.20) 
Making money is your primary interest this week. Be 
careful with how you spend money. You might also 
want to be careful with whom you let borrow money 
from you. People may give you false information to 
get your money. 
\ 
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Fiction 
For All the 
Right Reasons 
By Aurellia C. Anderson 
Contributing Writer 
Dear Marna, 
I say thank you. Thank you, for loving me enough 
to leave a man whom you pledged to be joined with 
till death do you part. Thank you, for loving me 
enough to say, "My son is worth more than to wake 
up and see his mother with scars and scrapes on her 
shoulder." 
You proved to me that actions speak louder than 
• words. Love them anyway. I recall the day that I 
called you horrible names. I don't know why or even 
how I could disrespect the one who gave me 
' life ... twice. Marna, I love you. I don't know all that 
' , this minute four letter word means, but I know I love 
' , you. Once again, thank you for loving me, for all the 
' right reasons. 
: With gratitude, 
: Your son 
Today I wrote Mama a letter. I don't know why, 
but I just felt the urge to express to her how I feel 
about her and all that she has done for me through-
' out my life. I am a twenty-two year old man, one 
month away from my college graduation, and I am 
just realizing how much my mother means to me. 
: From the stories I have heard from my grandparents 
0 and family, she was married to a man, my father, that 
, physically, emotionally, and psychologically abused 
, her. For all the wrong reasons, he slapped her, 
choked her, and scarred her. This man who, for as 
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From Hell changes 
The Face of Hughes 
Brother's Films 
By JOZEN CUMMINGS 
Staff Writer 
A+ 
He was fear and darkness, the epitome of 
evil, an earthly version of the devil. Before 
O.J. Simpson and Jeffrey Dahlmer, there 
was Jack the Ripper, the first tabloid star of 
the twentieth century. 
In the fall of 1888, over a span of ten 
weeks, Jack the Ripper committed five hor-
rendous murders in London, causing the 
whole city to run arnuck with rumors and 
terror. He was never caught, his story still 
somewhat of an enigma even after all these 
years. 
from the gore, the Hughes broth-
ers attempt to make the viewer 
keep their eyes on the screen in 
an effort to solve the crimes. 
With more twists and turns than 
a Quentin Tarantino film, every-
one is a suspect up until the very 
end. Fortunately, the Hughes 
brothers do not try to give the 
viewer a headache by offering 
non-sequitur themes as every 
direction the film takes seems to 
compliment the other. 
A7 
Photo courtesy of www.fromhellmovie.com. 
A classic tale of whodunit about the hunt 
for Jack the Ripper, From Hell stars John-
ny Depp as an opium smoking Scotland 
Yard inspector named Abberline and 
Heather Graham as ivlary Kelley one of the 
prostitutes who finds herself on the Rippers 
to-do list. 
Another success of the film is 
the realism of the movie's set-
ting. The Hughes brothers, 
while having more credibility in 
capturing the essence of today's 
-black inner city youth, are sure 
From Hell brings the legend of Jack the Ripper to the big screen. 
' 
Directed by Allen and Albert Hughes 
(Dead Presidents, Menace II Society) From 
Hell is set in Victorian times in the London 
ghetto of Whitehaven. 
The movie offers something new to the 
horror genre of today, mystery. While 
today's horror films are usually caught up 
in trying to get the viewer to cover their eyes 
to shed their skin of the notori-
ous "black-film director" label after the 
release of From Hell. Together, the two 
brothers successfully capture the look and 
feel of Victorian times London. Everything 
from the costumes and the dialect to a scene 
in which John Merrick (known as the "ele-
phant-man"') is introduced to London's elite 
(note: history will show both the events of 
John Merrick and Jack the Ripper happen 
within the same time-span) is captured in 
the film. 
What might be the biggest surprise of ali 
is the fact that after having created two mas-
terpieces on the hardships of black ghetto 
life, the Hughes Brothers have decided to 
make their directorial comeback with a 
movie like From Hell, yet the notion should 
not be too difficult to conceive. From Hell 
is a film in the same capacity as Menace II 
Society or Dead Presidents, only now 
instead of showing black people struggling 
with random violence, promiscuous sex, 
and heavy drug usage, these problems are 
' 
. ' 
• 
translated into the world of white people 
over a hundred years ago. 
Yet the truest success of From Hell is the 
way the film possesses that rare combina-
tion of sophisticated art and big budget 
entertainment. From Hell has the capabili-
ty to win over judges at the Sundance Film 
Festival while scaring the same audience 
who would watch Scream. Much like the 
murders of the Ripper himself, the Hughes 
brothers have created a masterpiece that 
everyone will surely be talking about. 
• long as I can remember, portrayed himself as the ~ model father, bruised her and left her in the cold of r------------------------------------------------------------"-'' 
• a lonely marriage. But for all the right reasons, she 
1 
,. left She stepped outside of herself and saw my tiny O 
face staring into her eyes as if to simply ask, "Why?" o 
; I did not know this then, but thanks to the power of 
~ oral tradition, I know it all. l~~==~~~~~~~'='c:~=i:~~ 
: I knew the story of them well before I was aware I~ 
• of what a "them" was. I was seven years old when 
I overheard my aunt vent to my mother of how she 
did not think my father had a right to visit me. As 
she was airing out all of our dirty laundry fear found 
its way into my heart and mind. 
: "Would I become a violent man like that?" I asked 
• myself. I also wondered why he would mistreat the 
~ goddess that found her way into his life, and how he 
0 could go back on his word to love her and cherish 
' , her all the days of his life. It was this fear that made 
' • me vow to God, myself, and any lady that walked 
across my path to never hurt her. I know it sounds 
like a simple thing, not to hurt her, but I have spent 
a life honoring the female species. After seeing what 
my mother endured and what my father did, I can't 
very well justify any harm to a woman. 
I vowed to treat ladies with kindness and sinceri-
ty. I have sought frrst to understand what a lady needs 
most. She doesn't need me to whisper sugary sweet 
empty promises, but she needs a listening ear. When 
she's crying, I will hold her hand, wipe her face and 
let her know that I want nothing from her but her 
hand. And if I am ever so fortunate to marry, I devote 
my life to love myself as Christ loved the Church, 
giving up myself for her. When she is tired from a 
long day, she needs me not to ask where is my blue 
shirt with the white cuffs. What she wants most is 
me to share in her tiredness and really sympathize 
with her. I have vowed and have done well to be 
patient, not only with females, but everyone. When 
I feel myself getting angry, I remember my mother's 
face bloody and scratched and understand that I too 
have this anger within me. Since age seven, I 
promised not to be like my father and have suc-
ceeded. 
Exploration of the 
Unknown 
Mercurial and whimsical circumstances manifest-
ed in ways unexpected, 
Like a pleasurable surprise that makes a lonely 
he.art smile. 
Provides a much needed release from a monoto-
nous lifestyle, 
And adds a modicum of lusciously delightful 
change: Unparalleled by an intense glimmer of 
fiery sunlight after a ferocious thunderstorm. 
The explanation of these events is unforeseen, 
astounding, and capricious. 
Questioning the anomalous power of what is 
meant to be, Is to crowd an already confused and 
tormented mind With feelings of ambiguity and 
confusion. Obstructions of everyday life fail to 
detract from the overpowering and opportunistic 
semblance of perfection. 
Acute sensitivity adds to the beauty of the 
dreamlike almost inconceivable quality of the 
sensations. 
The mere brainstorm like a venture into a dark, 
midnight forest, Blindfolded, aware of the 
omnipresent dangers and oblivious as to which 
path to take. 
Utterly and excruciatingly speechless, 
nonetheless filled with auspicious emotion and 
exuberant happiness. 
Every delectable moment is strikingly similar yet 
incites an incredible newness and unfamiliarity. 
Melancholic ruminations cloud the confused and 
dazed mind, 
0 
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What Is Love? 
If this isn't love, then why would I spend my last dollar on you? 
Why am I more concerned with yours, than with what I really need to do? 
If this isn't love, how CO!l\e I feel like I'm missing something every time we're apart? 
Why do I feel like you have more of me than my mind, my soul, & my heart? 
If this isn't love, why do I do things with you that I wouldn't even think of doing with anyone else? 
Why do I find a way to do things for you that I can barely do for myself? 
If this isn't love, then why are you forgiven before you even do something? 
Why is whatever you have to do O.K. no matter what I had planned on doing? 
If this isn't love, why is your presence like a drug that I am constantly feigning for? 
Why can I be consumed with every part of you and still crave for more? 
If this isn't love, why do I call you my world, my sun, and my moon? 
. Why are things that should be right seem wrong until it seems right according to you? 
If this isn't love, then why are you the first, the last, and the main reason I come home? 
Why is what we have the realest thing I have ever known? 
If this isn't love, then what is? 
Nectar of My Worship • 
I use the term nectar because as it is the drink of the the Gods, 
You are the only terrestrial version of heaven I've ever seen and so .... 
I worship you 
On knees I use in prayer 
All the while you stand, 
waist in front of me, 
brushing my face .. . 
guiding my prayer .. . 
showing me how .. . 
Though your voice muffles my own 
' 
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As I sit here and reflect on my life, all I can see is 
my mother's sweet face. I see her nose wrinkle when 
she laughs. Or how her eyes get so big when she is 
excited about something. My mother loves me. She 
left the man who she wanted to work things out with, 
for me. Now I know she loved herself too much to 
stay and continue getting abused but she said she left 
because she loved me so much. I don't understand 
how she could do it for me but not herself. That 
remains unknown, but she loved me. And for all the 
right reasons, I love her too. 
Only to be revitalized and conquered by the 
transcending feelings stimulated when destiny 
• 
converges again. 
I whisper my love song to you whenever I have the strength to breathe deeply and even more 
power to exhale 
' 
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Haiku #124, #99 
Please Open Your Heart 
To The Boy Right Next Door 
Magic to Explore 
-Sanji Thoms 
I love Taco Bell 
That Small Dog Makes Me Laugh 
Chalupa, Chalupa Grande 
-Sanji Thoms ' 
' 
Each encounter like a rush of adrenaline, 
Through a resilient and robust sprinter's body, 
Eagerly anticipating the signal and prepared to 
secure the imminent prize. 
Each mome)lt like a fairytale: to be continued and 
waiting to be revealed. 
The unequivocal goal: to relish and to savor each 
and every wonderful rendezvous. 
-Rhasheema A. Sweeting 
You never hear me though 
You are always too loud yourself 
Mostly my breathe is taken 
you trickle warmth through all my soul and 
travel to dim recesses 
You stand me up 
Fix your pants 
And say, "You know we' re just friends". 
But foolishly I think .... 
On these knees I pray again. 
I It's In You ... 
Just Let It Out 
• 
-
Write or The Hilltop Engq,ge' Section 
Send Submissions to thehilltop@hotmail.com 
,-· . . ...... --- ···---•--- .~ .. -.. -·----·--- ~ -----~- -·· .. -.-· 
, 
' . , 
" . 
L 
, 
• 
• 
-Avery Wickliff 
, 
I 
• 
• 
AS TUESDAY,0CTOBER 23, 2001 THE HILLTOP 
~ 
' 
----------------------------------------------------------: 
LTOP 
• 
IRA PORTER, Editor-in-Chief 
CitRISTOPHER WINDHAM, Managing Editor JAMYE SPILLER,Managing Editor 
. 
Founded ,n 1924 
''Don't Sweat the Small Stuff' 
lthough University spon-
sored events, such as 
tonight's Midnight Mad-
ness and other social gatherings, 
are supposed to provide outlets for 
students and friends 
should be able to find sanctity in our 
cultural unity. However, last week-
end's tragedy that transpired in front 
of the East Towers showed that we 
are far from this positive end. 
Our View 
The negative results 
of this violence are 
inevitable and long 
lasting. The unity 
that should exist does 
not, and, as a result, 
we find ourselves 
fighting and killing 
each other over 
The media has not 
served its purposed as 
balanced information 
• g1vers. 
of Howard to enjoy 
each other's compa-
ny and entertainment, 
too many times these 
events end in tragedy. 
Last year's Midnight 
Madness was just 
that, chaos. With stu-
dents fighting in the ~---------~ things of little or no 
Burr, others igniting flames in order 
to activate the sprinkler system in 
the Towers, what began as an enjoy-
able event turned into real midnight 
madness. 
And with the recent murder of a 
visitor on campus, in front of hun-
dreds of students, during last week-
end's Homecoming festivities, we 
must stop and say, ''Enough is 
enough!'' 
As students of higher education, 
we should understand the implica-
tions of our collective social 
actions. In a country where, now, 
our biggest fear is fear itself, we 
' 
real importance. These counterpro-
ductive actions are just that. With all 
that plagues our direct community, 
violence only fuels the fire of neg-
ativity. 
At too many events, whether they 
are concerts, annual celebrations or 
just Saturday nights at local clubs, 
tempers run unnecessarily and dan-
gerously high. Fights that begin as 
small disputes escalate into street 
gun battles. Our actions are serious. 
The results can be grave. Lives are 
at jeopardy. When will we under-
stand the importance of life and the 
trivialness of our ''beef?'' 
lthough many students In an attempt to both cope with 
come to Howard having and to recognize the tragedy that 
lived in the nation's occurred, students placed flowers 
roughest surroundings, few have on the brick wall where Tayzio 
been forced to experience death was shot. However, University 
first hand. Last Saturday, 22 year maintenance removed the memo-
old Tavers M. Tayzio, was shot rial, disposing of it with the rest 
and killed in front of the East of the trash outside. If it wasn't 
Towers. His death, witnessed by for the power of ''word of mouth'' 
students and th"ose .-------------. and the couple of 
who simply came to Our View: articles written on 
H0ward trying to be Making sure the cam- the incident, the Uni-
apart of the Home- pus is safe is important, versity might have 
coming festivities, but some of your been able to sweep 
created a sense of demands make no something else 
fear and insecurity under it's rug and 
among students sense. forget that it hap-
especially Towers' pened. 
residents. Why must highly 
Where was the counseling cen- attended events on our campus 
ter? Emergency meetings? Cam- and in the community draw neg-
pµs Police have failed to publicly ative elements? Howard, we 
address the shooting and stu- have been lucky that these events 
dents' safety concerns. Remem- have not captured the life of one 
ber, ''isolated incidents'' on our of our own. However, how long 
campus are our business and will this luck last? Tayzio could 
these situations must be have easily been replaced by that 
addressed. Students should not girl in your Physics class or that 
have to feel uncomfortable or boy in student government. 
unsafe entering and exiting their Advice: It's better to walk away 
respective dormitories or any from an incident looking like a 
University facility for that matter. punk, than not to walk away at all. 
• 
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What's Your Opinion? 
e encourage our readers to write letters to the Editor. Tell us what you 
think about the paper and its contents. We strive to produce a quality 
weekly with news pages that are devoid of slant or personal bias. 
Please address all letters or comments to The Hilltop, 2251 Sherman Ave., NW, 
Washington DC, 20001. You can also e-mail us at thehilltop@hotmail.com 
The Hilltop. Be Heard. 
• 
ILLTOP 
THE NATIONS LARGEST HBCU NEWSPAPER 
.JASON T. SMllH 
Contributing Editor 
BRAKKTON BOOKER 
JENNIFER CUMMINGS 
CAMPUS EDITDRS 
JONATHAN C SIMS 
LIFE & STYLPiCALENDAR 
EDITOR 
ALLEN POWELL II 
SPORTS EDITDR 
MONICA BARABARA 
ENGAGE EDITOR 
AKILAH BELL 
ONLINE EDITDR 
JAMAL POPE 
WEB ASSISTANT 
SHALA WILSON 
PHoroEDITDR 
JAMAL 0. POPE 
SHANNON WASHINGTON 
PAGE DESIGNER 
ANrlJuAN JACKSON 
ILLUSTRATOR 
MELANIE NESBfl'f 
VINCESMllH 
CRYSTAL ANDERSON 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 
DIAHANN DOYEN 
BUSINESS MANAGER 
0LANIKE BELLO 
ASSISTANT BUSINESS 
MANAGER 
ERNEST SCOTT 
ADVERTISING MANAGER 
MELISSA C. HORN 
ADVERTISING LAYOUT 
MANAGER 
DENISE CORBETT 
OFFICE MANAGER 
Now in its 77th year, The Hilltop is written and produced every Tuesday and Friday by the 
students of Howard University. With a readership of more than 10,000 students and com-
munity members, the Hilltop is the largest black collegiate newspaper in the nation. 
The opinions expressed on the Editorial Page are the views of the The Hilltop Editorial 
Board and do not directly reflect the opinion of Howard University, its Administration, indi-
vidual Hilltop Policy Board members, or the student body. The opinions expressed on the 
Perspectives page are those of the writers and do not represent the view of the Editorial Board. 
The Hilltop encourages you to share your opinions on articles published in the newspaper. 
The Hilltop Editorial Board reserves the right to edit letters for space and grammatical errors. 
All letters should be typed, signed and include a complete address and telephone number. 
Please send letters to: 2251 Sherman Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20001. Questions, com-
ments-and letters can also be sent via email to: thehilltop@hotmail.com. 
The deadline to submit ads to the paper is the Friday preceding publication.The advertis-
ing department can be reached at (202) 806-4749. The editor can be reached at (202) 806-
4748 . 
I 
• 
' 
' 
' 1 
• 
• 
• 
' 
' 
I 
' 
' 
• 
• 
A9 
THE HILLTOP TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2001 
• 
Asha L. French 
. The Mecca Isn't 
, , , , , 
at It Claims to Be Homecoming Better Than 'B + ' 
aMWltim ~-
age of reason, lie or s& 
begins to undetstatlil 1tle 
five pillars of Islam. One of 1be 
most bnportant ubligations ofJslam 
is to ll)llke Hajj or pil~e to the 
h<>Iy city of Mecca, even If it means 
saving every penny. Once 'lll{ilmtl the 
city. lheMusli.ms, now termed Hajji$, 
remove their everyday elo1tles.-ni:i 
matter how fine or poorly made--
wear a simple bite robe. Mus-
tiins do this to show that tlle,y 
iqdistinguishable in the semce of 
Clod (ALLAH) and, while there, the 
'cll and poor alike WllSh from !he 
same fQlltltains and eat ftom lhe same 
dish. 
The first week of schoolat Howard 
University impressed me mostly 
because of the constant repetition of 
the loaded phrase "Welcome to the 
Mecca," meaning "Welcome to 
H ward, hich · to the sincete 
Black stude t wha Mecca is to !he 
Muslim." This phrase again plllyed 
over in my head on Sunday October 
7th , as I attended the University 
chapel service with other members of 
the campus Same-Gender Loving 
organization, BLAGOSAH (Bisexu• 
al, Lesbian and Gay Organization of 
Students at Howard). Our group, one 
of several other student groups to be 
recognized, came in corporate wor• 
ship for a Call to Chapel that Sunday. 
Because I assumed (always a bad 
choice) that !he Chapel's Dean, Rev-
erend Bernard Richardson, knew 
who and what our organization stood 
fur, I expected him and chapel staff 
to be at ast w lcoming, if not 
accepting After all, we were just one 
more student organization ... right 
As the service droned on in richly 
Rhett Butler 
to wQ1k fi)f !he produt1.iQII of'Blaelt 
..,.~ ~ Mnlldcll andlheG!ollal 
Cnmll!1lllity yethas a faculty wblch 
chooses to ullrture and recognize 
only those who fit its 1.l).Qld. Is that 
efficient ·m ~ adi erse:Blac'-1 mu ng ,<ll' '!( ,.. 
community and the whole world that 
desperately~ to seemort B,laek 
unity for our ow survival? 
Oiapel that Sunday made meqo,es-
tiOll if a Black student shonld expect 
to have to cheek his or her unpopn-
lar religious affiliation, economic 
backgrollnd sexual and affeclional 
onentat.ion - ID essence who he or 
she is - at !he door m order to par• 
ticipat.e in Howard's legacy. If so, is 
it worth !he effort it took to get here? 
lt was the dream of my hardw(ltk-
ing Mississippian parents that l 
attend this great school because, t<> 
the national Black consciousness, 
Howard University is our answer to 
!he white academic empire and an 
institution m which we can take 
pride. 
Ho ard University i many won• 
derfu things for its Black students 
and others, but it will never be what 
it claims until all aspects of its' stu-
dent body are celebrated, not Just 
tolerated. This is an achievable 
dream. But, just like the poor Hajji 
who has held on to e'!(ery penny in 
order to get to Mecca, any Black 
scholar must be welcome in his or her 
simple garment right next to every• 
one else who bas made it this far. 
Christopher Bolden-Nei<•some is a 
sophomore Afro-American studies 
major fron, Greenville, Mississippi. 
He can be reached at 
FirstSun7@hotmaiLcom. 
NWT Bridges the HBCU Gap 
It was a chilly November's eve the first time we had an Nation Wide 
Takeover (NWT) meeting. I'm real-
ly embellishing just a little, last 
November we didn't even have a 
company name let alone a real guid-
ed direction; we just wanted to do 
something. It was me, -my man 
Gangzta Rob, Young Alonzo and 
Roan all students of great ability in 
our respective fields and all with an 
equally matched hunger for success. 
In Lonnie and Rob's little house on 
Q street we held a four man cipher 
minus the cannabis yet high from 
mental stimulation. We decided to 
hold a talent audition for a show 
which would be called 5 MINUTES 
OF FAME, little did we know that an 
album and a television show all bear-
ing the same moniker would be born. · 
That is the story of our vision, one 
that was merely a dream and then 
became an intensive initiative steered 
by Robert Ford and myself. But 
besides the rambling of personal 
accolaaes there is a greater truth in 
what we have done and why we have 
done it. I, as you are, am a student 
of Howard University. We attend the 
citadel of academically well-round-
ed universities and we hold the 
unique distinction of being a histor-
ically black university. 
Holla back. 
This last stigma has been the cause 
of many jokes amongst our people 
especially regarding anticipated 
administration follies and rampant 
housing faux pas'. How many times 
have you heard or even said to your-
self, "Damn, I should of went to a 
white school then I wouldn't have 
these problems." This may be true 
but you can't deny (where my 
Fabolous lovers at?) that the cama-
raderie and carefree feeling you have 
when walking across the Yard comes 
from the plethora of brown hues 
which criss-cross every side of you. 
This feeling of ultimate ease is why 
Marcus Garvey bankrolled the back 
to Africa pilgrimages and why a for-
mer Detroit Red advocated a black 
state within the confines of America, 
all in the name of the Honorable Eli-
jah Muhammad. Simply put, it feels 
good being around your people. 
I see a need for black people to be 
more united. We as the future of 
black America are the most poised to 
achieve this feat. It is for this reason 
that I am d_iscouraged that HBCU's 
are not as closely knit as the Ivy 
Leagues. A student at Stanford and 
a student at Harvard feel a greater 
connection than a student at FAMU 
and a student at Howard. Is that not 
preposterous? Both groupings have 
a bond that is all there own except I 
·· D1sclafmer: 
feel that the HBCU bond is that much 
stronger. For most of us we are the 
first from our families to receive a 
BA or for some others you are con-
sidered a legacy, one whose family 
have all attended the same HBCU. 
That is a beautiful thing. What's 
more is we are young blacks trying 
to create personal success against all 
the odds. A better story couldn't be 
written. 
Through entertainment we at NWT 
feel that the HBCU's can gain a 
stronger sense of unity. Our people 
are an entertainment loving sort and 
music as well as visual media is what 
often connects two black people that 
do not know one another. Through 
our television show "5 MINUTES 
OF FAME" & compilation rap and R 
& B album (same name) we will 
petition the eyes and ears of students 
attending black universities and 
deliver a medium of communication. 
For Us By Us, those four Queens-
bred clothing designers coined the 
correct term. Let us build an open 
exchange and begin a constant dia-
logue. After all, we are the future. 
Easy. 
Rhett Butler is a senior broadcast 
journalism major from New York. 
The views expressed on the Perspective 
pages of The Hilltop are the opinions of the 
authors names above them. They do not 
reflect the views of The Hilltop Editorial 
Board. 
Letters to the Editor are edited for grammati-
cal errors and space considerations. To sub-
mit letters and Perspectives e-mail: 
tbehilltop@hotmail.com 
n the grading scale used by 
most professors in both 
secondary and college lev-
els, an "A" stands for "Excellent," 
while a "B" stands for "Above Aver-
age." How can a Homecoming that 
"returned the fame of Howard 
Homecoming to its former glory" be 
"above average"? How can a Home-
coming that featured a pageant that 
"defmitely set the standard for future 
Mr. and Miss Howard Pageants" be 
"above average"? The list of com-
pliments such as these goes on and 
on, throughout Tuesday's front page 
article and every write-up of every 
Homecoming Event. This further 
proves that there was little to justify 
the blood-red "B" that violently 
screamed at the fifteen staff mem-
bers who had all, but finished plan-
ning for Homecoming in August. 
each comic. It is Homecoming's 
responsibility to request headliners 
who usually bring crowds to their 
knees in laughter, and to ensure that 
these comedians are contractually 
bound to perform. It is not Home-
coming's responsibility, however, to 
tame an inconsistent audience and 
force it to give a comedian a chance 
to earn his money. 
celebration. We did, after all, sell out 
the Fashion Show, the R&B Concert, 
the Step Show, and the Comedy 
Show (for the frrst time in a while). 
Besides, there was not one meeting 
in the Leadership Conference in 
which a speaker did not mention the 
name of Melva Jones, Djinge Lind· 
say, or the V.LB.E. Homecoming 
Committee in general. 
According to the editorial, the 
Comedy Show "put a dent" in 
Homecoming Week, and possibly, 
the Homecoming grade. Did the stu-
dents ever stop laughing at Tony 
Wood's performance? Did the audi-
ence show Shang anything but love? 
The only comedian that was not felt 
by the Howard audience was Chris 
Thomas, who is ironically Howard 
alum. 
Howard audiences have a tenden-
cy to be harsh and fickle. The audi-
ence that booed Tank off of the Yard-
Fest stage last year is the same 
audience that elbowed, shoved, and 
pushed their way to the front of 
Cramton Auditorium when he sur-
prised the audience this year. He 
sang the same songs' So, again, I 
declare that audience response to 
one performer should not take a 
grade down from an "A" to a "B." 
I recognize that the staff's puzzle-
ment could be the result of extreme 
bias. We have, after all, been work-
ing on setting the standard for all 
future Homecomings since May, 
200 I. We are, after all, the frrst staff 
to have extensive radio promotions 
that start as early as August, the first 
staff to try something as innovative 
as replacing the usual Gospel Con-
cert with a dramatic Gospel Musical 
and the first staff to introduce an 
event that included Caribbean stu-
dents in the official Homecoming 
Finally, on Friday, day and night, 
throngs of students rushed any and 
everyone in a V.LB.E. jacket to tell 
them how much they had enjoyed 
Homecoming Week. Seniors pro-
fessed that the week was the tightest 
they had seen in their Howard 
Careers. Freshmen were highly 
impressed by their first Homecom-
ing Week. Administrators pat us on 
the back even today. This was what 
it was all for, the summer full of con-
tracts and meetings, the work days 
that turned into work nights, the 
classes that were missed, the social 
life sacrificed. We didn't work this 
hard for a bright red letter. We did it 
all for Howard, so that we could 
"return the fame of Howard Home-
coming to its former glory." And we 
know that we were successful. It's 
just too bad that our grade does not 
reflect this success. 
I boldly declare that it is not the 
V.LB.E Committee's responsibility 
to ensure that everyone laughs at 
Letters to the Editor 
Asha L. French is a Homecoming 
Steering Cornmittee Men,ber. 
Dispute Over Origins of 'F#@k' Continue 
Dear Editor, 
Josef Sawyer's piece on the f-word 
("What the **** did you Say?", 
10/12/01, p. A9) was entertain-
ing.but it unfortunately perpetuated 
incorrect information and thus 
failed in its goal to "set the record 
straight." Sawyer claimed that the 
word arose as an acronym derived 
from the phrase Fornication under 
Consent of the King or its many 
variants such as For Unlawful Car-
nal Knowledge, which allegedly had 
to be hung on signs outside the doors 
of couples trying to procreate. The 
historical accuracy of this story is 
suspect, but Sawyer's explanation of 
the linguistic origins of the word 
are wrong on several counts. 
First, acronyms were extremely 
rare until the 19th century, but writ-
ten records of the word first record 
it in 1503, according to the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Other scholars 
have found a cipher of the word 
around 1475. Because of its taboo 
nature, it is quite likely that it was 
used much earlier than that. Words 
such as fornication and consent 
(1300) and carnal (1400) were bor-
rowed into English from medieval 
French after the Norman Conquest 
in 1066. If the f-word had been used 
well before that time, the acronym 
would not work, since those words 
did not enter the language until later. 
Second, there are several semanti-
cally related words which share sim-
ilar phonetic sequences in languages 
related to English such as the West 
Germanic language Dutch fokken 
'to breed (cattle)'. There are also 
related forms in dialects of the North 
Germanic languages Swedish and 
Norwegian, e.g. Swedish dialect 
fokka 'to copulate'. It is highly 
unlikely that English borrowed the 
word from these languages, or that 
they borrowed it from English; the 
acronym would be different, and · 
would not account for the necessary 
semantic shifts. The common origin 
of the Germanic languages dates . 
back at least two thousand years. In 
fact, some scholars have suggested 
an Indo• European origin of the word 
*peug- meaning 'to prick'. 
Finally, the earliest documentation 
for the acronymic origin of the f-
word dates only to the l 960s. If the 
acronym were the true origin, we 
could surely find earlier attestations. 
Interested readers may wish to 
peruse a work of sound scholarship: 
The F Word, by Jesse Sheidlower, a 
Random House editor. 
Sincerely, 
Paul Fallon, 
Assistant Professor of Linguistics 
and English 
• 
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Athletes Should Get No Special Treatfnent -
Dear Editor: 
I am writing in response, to the 
October 9th article titled "On the 
Road Again." The purpose of this 
article, as I understood, was to 
inform students of how difficult it is 
to be a student athlete here at 
Howard University due to all the rig-
orous activity they go through sea-
son after season. I find it quite 
upsetting to think that athletes 
should be given any more under-
standing than the rest of the students 
on this campus. (Notice I said 
"understanding" and not "special 
treatment.") Now let me explain 
why I feel this way. As stated in the 
article, it is a very difficult transition 
to come from playing a sport in high 
school to playing in college and for 
that reason teachers should give 
them a little more understanding 
when dealing with that particular 
student. However, is that any dif-
ferent than a student who has come 
all the way from West Africa or the 
Caribbean? They don't receive any 
more "understanding" because they 
are in a completely different culture 
and are now experiencing a totally 
new way of life. Now I do under-
stand that athletes go through a lot 
physically and mentally. They have 
practices sometimes twice a day, 
video to watch, practices to go to, 
meetings to attend, and not.to men-
tion the traveling. But what about 
the many students here who are 
working two to three jobs, live all-the 
way out in Virginia and have a fam-
ily to go home to? I'm sure we all 
know at least two or three people 
personally who have children on this 
• 
campus, but they still manage to get 
up everyday, go to class and com-
plete all of their work' Sometimes 
their schedules are just as hectic as 
an athlete if not more so, because 
their responsibilities are year round. 
Another argument I hear in favor 
of the athletes is that because they 
bring so much revenue into this 
school, that they are an integral part 
of this University. I wouldn't doubt 
that, but is that an excuse to do poor-
ly in school? I don't think so. Now, 
I'm not saying that all athletes here 
do not study and have poor grades. 
The women's basketball team, the 
wrestling team, baseball team, soc-
cer team (men's and women's), the 
bowling team (yes, we have a bowl-
ing team) are all examples of stu-
dents who can properly balance ath-
letics with academics. My hat goes 
off to them. However, some of the 
other athletic teams here (I won't 
mention any names), aren't so stu-
dious. I have heard of several cases 
where athletes have asked their 
coaches to speak to their teachers in 
an effort to raise their grade. That 
reminds me of when I was in 5th 
grade and I asked my mommy to 
come down to the school because I 
wouldn't do what the teacher was 
telling me to do. See usually the 
only time a student needs a coach to 
intervene is when they are already 
doing poorly. If I'm not mistaken all 
students are given syllabi in the frrst 
week of school with all work expect-
ed on there. Why wait until mid-
semester when you know you are 
behind in a class to have your coach 
step in and speak up for you? Hhh-
mmm. 
• 
And what about the athletic teams 
who are performing poorly on the 
field, court or wherever they may 
play? I know when someone has a 
job and does not perform up to the 
standards set before them by their 
boss and the company, then they are 
out of a job. 
But it seems like athletes who have 
losing seasons continue to remain ~n 
scholarship. Is that fair to the rest of 
the student body? 
I can appreciate that some students 
would not be in school if not for their 
athletic ability. But some fail to 
remember that these college ye·ars 
are only temporary. The long-term 
goal (unless you're a stellar athlete) 
is to be gainfully employed. Getting 
a good job comes through getting 
good grades. The scholarship that 
you may receive for sports should be 
used as a catalyst to a successful 
career. The main goal of college 
after all, is for academics not athlet-
ics. 
Now I'm not writing any of this to 
say that I am a straight A student and 
that I'm holding down six jobs, or 
anything like that. I just think stu-
dents shouldn't make the fact that 
they're an athlete an excuse to do 
poorly in school. We all should just 
learn to manage our time more wise-
ly. 
Thank you, 
Yanique L. Johnson 
This letter first appeared in the 
Oct. 19th issue of The Hilltop. 
Because of an editing error portions 
of the letter was omitted. It is 
reprinted here in its entirety. 
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Verbal ....... ageddon Slated 
for Round Two of 
Video Show to go Beyond 
Howard Viewing Audience 
Refugee Crisis Poses 
Problems in U.K. 
• 
Competition 
From Verbal Armageddon on 
Page A2 
looked on from the audience. "I 
don' t like it but people from Texas 
love it. (Freeze) pissed a lot of 
people off but you gotta do what 
you gotta do to hold your own," 
Shepherd said. 
Veterans to Verbal Armageddon 
said they were satisfied with the 
competition and the audience after 
Friday' s opening round. 
"I thought this year had a lot of 
twists and turns. The emcees who 
held it true were the same from 
last year (with the exception of 
one or two), the turnout was well 
received and I am pleased with the 
Need an 
lAd? 
rfry Us. 
Call 806-4749 
Fax 806-4758 
or e-mail 
hilltop_busi-
n es s@ hot-
mail.com. 
crowd's reaction," said second 
year competitor, Phillip Bluntz. 
Other emcees that advanced 
were Dialect, Tony Spades, Holly-
wood Clay, Phillip Bluntz, King 
Menelik, Shock C, Perfecto (1999 
champion), and Zawcain. 
The Verbal Armageddon com-
mittee has not yet set an official 
date for round two. 
From 5 Minute Fridays on Page 
A2 
want to come in," said senior 
anthropology major, Meghan 
Peterson-McCoy. 
Like many other productions, the 
frrst show got off to a rough start, 
but quickly redeemed itself with 
talent that got the audience stand-
ing to their feet. 
"The [first] show took too long to 
start, but since they are doing it 
themselves people really didn' t 
mind," said Maxwell Glover, a 
junior, electronic studio major. 
Students were impressed with the 
amount of talent at the competi-
tion, and spoke positively about 
the wide selection of MC's. 
''The MC competition was excel-
lent and the show was very good," 
said senior, public relations major 
Starla Stile. "I'm sure it will only 
get better with time." 
The show will be distributed to 
Howard University's closed circuit 
within the School of Communica-
tions, Washington Howard Univer-
sity Television (WHUT) and DC, 
Maryland and Virginia public 
access television stations starting 
mid November. 
Busch Gardens Entertainment Department will be holding auditions for the 2002 season: 
Tuesday, November 6, 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
University of Maryland, Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center, Room 1230 
Seeking: dancers, singers, actors, acrobats, jugglers,puppeteers, mimes, magicians 
and technicians for live shows. Bring prepared audition for all talents. 
Call: 800-253-3302 or visit: t:~• . 
TALENTSEARCHBGW.COM 411Jclntertainment 
~ ·-•~-,-•_ Busch Gardens Wllllamsburg Video Taped Auditions We encourage you to attend the audition nearest you but ii 
that's no! possible; send your resume, recent photo and a video tape sample ol your talent to: TalentSearch c/o 
Busch Gardens, One Busch Gardens Blvd., Williamsburg, VA 23187 (Photos and video tapes can not be returned.) 
Busch Garder\S is an equal opportunity 
employer and a drug free workpace. 
From Masses in Flight on Page 
A2 
Convention of I 951. 
The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees, legally 
defines refugees as people who 
are outside their countries 
because of a well-founded fear of 
persecution based on their race, 
religion, nationality, political 
opinion or membership in a par-
ticular social group, and who can-
not or do not want to return 
home. 
The Geneva Convention on 
Refugees to which the UK is a 
signatory, guarantees the right to 
asylum. It obliges states to con-
sider all applications for asylum 
for people claiming to flee from 
persecution. The right to seek and 
enjoy refuge from persecution of 
war is also enshrined in the Uni-
versa! Declaration of the rights 
and basic principles of Interna-
tional Law. 
Is there a violation? Making 
attempts to close off an escape 
route of possibly endangered asy-
lum seekers is making the 
assumption the masses in flight 
have no legitimate cause. Second-
ly, the assumption is being made 
that these individuals do not 
deserve the safety of the land 
they seek. 
The recommendations to 
improve the British system may 
be as many as the number of 
refugees. the detention. Why 
flee? Going to UK based on the 
detention system is exemplified 
in the old adage, "Out of the fry-
ing pan into the fire." 
Kerry-Ann K. Hamilton is a stu-
dent studying abroad in London. 
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Many opportunities for full funding with 
stipends ranging from $10,000 to $22,000. 
If you are from an American racial/ethnic 
minority, call Associate Dean Poorman at 
(219) 631-8423. 
For more information, call (219) 631-7706, or write to the 
University of Notre Dame, 
Graduate Admissions, 502 Main Building, 
Notre Dame, Indiana 46556-5602 
£-,nail: gradad. l@nd.edu 
http://www.nd.edu/-gradsch/ 
Come see us at your graduate fair on October 24. 
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Applications Due 
in the HUSA Office 
Blackburn Center Suite 102 by 
5:00 p.1r1. Wednesda)"., Nove'l'lll>er 7,. 2001 
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